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Dear Parents and Carers of Big Acorns, 
  
Phonics Workshop: 
We are pleased to announce that we will be running a ‘Supporting 
Reading at Home’ workshop for the parents, grandparents and other 
family members of children in Big Acorns, Year 1 and Year 2. 
 
The focus of the workshop is to introduce our phonics scheme and how this 
is taught from Big Acorns to Year 2. This includes correct pronunciations, tapping out, application 
of sounds and spelling patterns. The session will be similar to that of a phonics lesson your child 
will participate in daily. In addition, the workshop aims to give ideas for ways to support your 
child’s development of reading.  
We highly recommend attending this workshop, even if you previously attended whilst your child 
was in Big Acorns as our practice has developed and the way we teach is different. In addition to 
this, those family members (grandparents, aunts, uncles etc) who support reading at home, are 
welcome to attend so that they feel confident in their role.  
 
The workshop will take place at two separate times to ensure as many parents/carers can attend.   
- Thursday 2nd February at 9.00am – 10.00am.  

- Thursday 2nd February from 4pm – 5pm. There will be an after-school film for the children 

to stay and watch, whilst parents attend the workshop. There are limited numbers for this and 

spaces will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  

Reading at Home: 
As our counting for Reading Leaves has commenced, I have been pleased to see lots of our 
children have been presented with their certificate and leaf on our tree.  
Here is a reminder as to how the Reading Tree Challenge works; 

● Your child will be given a reading record and home reading book. This reading book is 

changed in school, independently or with guidance from the class teacher.  

● Every day your child reads at home this will be counted towards achieving their next leaf. 

Please note that if you read more than once on one day, this will still only count as ‘1’.  



 

● Once a week all home reading will be counted and numbered in the child’s reading record 

– parents are not required to do this. A running record of each child’s total is kept by the 

class teacher.  

● When your child reaches 20, 40, 60, 80 or 100 points, they will be awarded a different 

coloured leaf, which is then added to the ‘Reading Tree’ display. An accompanying 

certificate is awarded in a whole school Achievers Assembly so the whole school can 

celebrate each achievement.  

● After each whole term we start again at 0. 

Children must have their reading book and record in school each day, so 
that we are able to hear them read whenever possible and ensure their books 
are changed. This is of upmost importance.  
 
However, we do not have the capacity to listen to each child, individually, each 
day; this is why parents’ and carers' support in this area is vital in ensuring every 
child makes progress.  We recommend 5 minutes a day; this could equate to 
282,000 words a year! 
 
If you have any questions or need further support or guidance, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs K Whitehead 
FSU and KS1 Leader 
 


