
 

 

Achievers: 
 

Year 1 Joel and Amelia 
Year 2 Lawrence and Harvey 

Year 3 Elliott and Flora 
Year 4 Charlie and Luca 
Year 5 Jowan and Pippa 

Year 6 Mylana and Aurelia 

Winning House Team = Topaz House 
 

 

 

 
 

Friday 23rd September 2022 
 

This week I have spent some time in the Foundation Stage 
Unit, meeting and starting to get to know our Little Acorns. 
It has been a complete delight and provided real pockets of 
joy throughout the week. I have painted, played with the 
train track, and much more.  

The best moment was when one of the Little Acorns walked 
up to me carrying two baby dolls and said “This is my baby, 
and this one is yours, you need to hold him.” I took, ‘my 
baby’ and together we proceeded to wrap our babies up in 
a blanket to keep them warm and then found a place to sit 
quietly rocking the babies. As we did so, I suggested we 
sing a lullaby to help get the babies to sleep. The Little 

Acorn agreed. I asked what we should sing and they replied “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star and Baa 
Baa Black Sheep”. I agreed these would be great choices and we sang together. It was a real 
treat.  

Sadly, I then had to go to meeting so I left my baby with Mrs Ebdon who I knew would look after 
him well.  

Later that day, the same Little Acorn found me with a crib they had found that was broken. They 
had written a letter to the Caretaker, asking him to mend it. As they left it outside the Caretaker’s 
cupboard the Caretaker arrived and the Little Acorn explained what had happened and asked for 
help. I left them together, with Mrs Whitehead, to mend the crib.  

     Simple things, lots of joy.  

     Have a wonderful weekend. 

     Mrs Pipe 

Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behaviour and we have numerous incentives 
to support this.  The recipients of our weekly achiever awards are listed below: 
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FSU Stay and Read 
It has been so lovely to welcome so many parents and carers to our first FSU stay and read. We 
look forward to welcoming more of you next week. Stay and read will take place every Friday from 
8.45am - 9.30am. Many thanks, The FSU team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maggie's News! 

Now that I have been in school for three weeks, I wanted to share with 
everyone how I spend my time. 
 
At the moment I come in with Miss White every Monday and Thursday. 
So, although we are three weeks in to the term, I have only been in 
school for 5 days- and my goodness what busy days they are! 
 
I am still only a puppy (even 
though I grew lots over the 
summer) so I am still learning and 

I can get tired and overwhelmed. So, Miss White makes 
sure I only do my work for short bursts of time, and at the 
moment I am making friends, and spending time with, 
only a very small number of children and adults. I really 
love making these friendships and I can't wait until I am 
old enough to make lots more. 
 
My favourite time of the day is saying hello to everyone as 
they come in in the morning. 
 
I LOVE walking through the corridors and meeting the children. 
They are all so gentle with me and make me feel really safe. 
They understand that if I move away, I need some space as I 
am probably a bit tired and need a snooze back in the office.  
 
It's tough being a School Whippet! 
 
This half term, Miss White will send out more information, and 
an opportunity to opt out of your child spending time with me in 
the future. Until, if you have any questions, please just ask. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Mental Health Ambassadors 
 

 
“Hello, I am Oskaras. I enjoy all types of sport and I enjoy watching tv. It is so important to care about 
mental health so that we stay healthy and it will be easier to learn after our holidays.” 
 

“Hello!!! 
I am Aurelia, I am in year 6. I enjoy playing with my friends, I love most sports and 
have fun with art. I think mental health is important because if we don’t look after it 
you will not feel good inside!” 
 

“Hello, I'm Lily and I am in year 6. I enjoy hanging out with friends and doing 

crafts. We need to look after our mental health because it's not good to feel 

upset but I understand if you do, so I'm here to help you feel happy if you need 

someone to talk to. I'm here.” 

 

“Hello my name is Tyler and I am in year 6. I am a new mental health ambassador and I like football and 
swimming. Mental health is very important because if your mental health is bad, you will not be happy.” 
 
“Hello my name is James and I am a mental health ambassador (MHA for short). I 
enjoy playing football, cricket and tennis, as you can tell I love sports. I am very 
sporty and I play for a local football team. I play matches on Saturday mornings and 
sometimes on Wednesday nights. In my spare time I like to watch football games on 
TV. Physical activity is one of our 10 a day and it is good for your mental health 
because you are keeping your body fit.   
 

I think I will be a good MHA because I will take care of people and help people and 
look to see if they are sad because if they are sad, I will take care of them.” 
 



 

😃 “Hello, I am Sofia and I’m in year 6. I am one of the mental health 

ambassadors and I enjoy doing most sports, playing with my friends and art. We 

need to look after our mental health in order to live a good and happy life, 

although it is ok to be sad sometimes. If you are upset, we can help you to get 

rid of that worry.” 

 
 
Plea for junk/recycling for the FSU 
In the Foundation Stage we love crafting and creating using a wide range of resources, including 
what we might think of as ‘junk’ and what you usually fill your recycling bins with!  
We would greatly appreciate your junk donations, and will leave tubs out by the KS1 gates on a 
Friday morning for collection.  
 
We are always looking for: 
Cardboard boxes (cereal/shoe/snack bars such like) 
Plastic pots and bottles  
Milk bottles 
Lids 
Plastic trays  
Cardboard trays (egg boxes, fruit punnets) 
Toilet/kitchen roll tubes  
 
Please, no glass or metal. If there is an item you ‘think’ we might find useful, don’t hesitate to 
speak to a member of FSU. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 
Census Day and Menu Changes - Wednesday 5th, 
Thursday 6th and Friday 7th October 
Thursday 6th October is school census day. On this day we 
encourage all Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children to make 
use of their entitlement for a free school lunch.  
 
Children can still bring a packed lunch and eat that if they 
change their mind about having a school dinner. We 
encourage all Key Stage 1 children to sign up for a school 
dinner on this day because the numbers that register for a 
meal Thursday 6th October are used to calculate how much 
money the school receives for meals during the coming year. 
So, please help us by registering your Key Stage 1 child for a 
meal on this day, it won’t cost you a penny but with have a 
big impact on school finances.  
 
To encourage children to have school dinner on this day, Fresha are offering the most popular 
meal of the week but this means there will be some changes - see below for details: 
 
Monday 3rd October: as published 
Tuesday 4th October: as published 



 

Wednesday 5th October: Roast day (Was Thursday) 
Thursday 6th October (Census Day): Burgers (Was Friday) 
Friday 7th October: Pizza (Was Wednesday) 
 
In other words, whatever is on the menu on Thursday is served on Wednesday etc. 
 
 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

Safeguarding Leads and Contact Information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 

 

• Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and 

Headteacher. For any urgent safeguarding matters please 

email: safeguarding@topsham.devon.sch.uk. Please do not use this email for any other 

matters apart from safeguarding. 

• Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 

Safeguarding our children will always be a priority for everyone in the school.  All staff are 
trained in how to keep children safe and alongside this we have our safeguarding team. 
Anyone of our staff can be contacted in relation to Safeguarding. 

Level 3 trained staff are qualified to the same level as the Safeguarding Leads. In our school 
this includes our Admin Team, Miss Greygoose and Mrs Owens. Again, their details are on our 
website.  

Safeguarding is EVERYONE’S business and we will always do our very best to keep 
our children safe. 

 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 
 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety, please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can. 
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PTA NEWS 
 
 

On Tuesday night we held our AGM.  It was lovely to reflect on the positive outcomes from last 
year and thank the key people that helped and contributed so much to the success of the PTA.  
We voted in our committee members and organised the Year Reps. 

The committee is a follows: 

Chair: Joana Osorio 

Vice Chair: Lindsey Henderson 

Treasurer: Kate Sidaway-Lee 

Secretary: Rachel Freathy and Sarah Musgrave 

General Committee Members: Niki James, Sarah Powell and Michelle Coles 

Our Year Reps are always a huge help in sharing our reminders and messages in addition to 
organising volunteers for a few events each year.  Here are the Year Reps for this academic 
year: 

Big Acorns: TBC 
Year 1: Sarah Powell and Matt Vahiboglu 
Year 2: Kate Sidaway-Lee and Catherine Vanrenen 
Year 3: Charlotte Moore and Lucy Parkinson 
Year 4: Anna Gardner, Jess Felix 
Year 5: Rachel Freathy and TBC 
Year 6: Natasha Luke and Emma Pearce 
 
We also decided upon some key dates for events throughout the year (watch this space).  In 
the first instance we would like to organise the pre-loved uniform so that it is easier for you 
to buy when you need it.  If you have any pre-loved uniform, please can you bag it up 
and drop it into the PTA shed.  With the help of some student and parent volunteers we 
are hoping to set up an online second hand uniform site.  As always, we would love some help 
with this.  If you think you have the space and/or time to help organising this, please email us. 

The first bake sale of the year will be run by the Year 6 parents on Friday 7th October.   

The next PTA meeting will be help via zoom so please save the date: Tuesday 11th 
October.  All are welcome to attend the meeting and we hope that by holding it online we can 
encourage more parents to join us/listen in and find out more about how the PTA works. 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS* 

*Please be aware that clicking on links/following web addresses in this section may take you to sites that 
require payment for the activities advertised. The Topsham School does not endorse any products or 
events in this section. 
 

SMOCK 

Does your child love to draw and paint? Then sign them up to SMOCK where excitement is 

celebrated, skills are practised and belonging is natural. 

Drop off your child at 11 am and grab an hour to yourself...then collect your happy and proud 

artist at the end of the session - just make sure that you have enough frames or fridge space 

to display their work 🥰 

 

Check out the gallery on Instagram @smock.club to see the kind of things we have created 

over the last 4 years. 

 

Spaces are limited/Booking essential, contact Victoria via Instagram, WhatsApp or Messenger. 

 

🎨For children aged 5+ (usually each session has an age range of 5-15) 

🎨Every Saturday 11am-12 noon at Matthews Hall, Topsham, Exeter. 

🎨£7pp, booked weekly, payg at time of booking. 

🎨A different theme/ artist/skill or medium each week 💡 

🎨It's a drop off club! ☕️☕️☕️ 🏃🏽♀️🏃♂️💅 

🎨All materials are provided ✅ 

🎨An emphasis on drawing and painting... 

🎨Instagram @smock.club is our gallery- take a look to see our work 👀 

🎨SMOCK SENIORS- advanced skills club for children aged 11+ (Term time) Coming soon...! 

🎨Follow my page SMOCK.CLUB for updates. 

🎨Enhanced DBS, L2 Safeguarding, PGCE, BA(Hons)History of Art and Architecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS* 

*Please be aware that clicking on links/following web addresses in this section may take you to sites that 
require payment for the activities advertised. The Topsham School does not endorse any products or 
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Date Event 

Monday 26th September European Day of Languages 

Wednesday 28th September Years 3 and 4 Trip to Kents Cavern 

Wednesday 5th October Menu Change 

Wednesday 5th October Years 1 and 2 Trip to Plymouth Aquarium 

Thursday 6th October Census Day and Menu Change 

Friday 7th October Menu Change 

Friday 7th October Year 6 PTA Bake Sale 

Tuesday 11th October  Tempest Photography to take individual 
photos 

Tuesday 11th October PTA Meeting held on Zoom 

Friday 21st October Break up for half-term (3.30pm finish) 

Monday 31st October  Return to school after half-term 

Monday 7th -Thursday 10th November  Y6 Residential 

Friday 16th December Break up for Christmas Holidays (2.30pm 
finish) 

Tuesday 3rd January Occasional Day – School Closed 

Wednesday 4th January Return to school after Christmas Holidays 


