
 

 

 
Queen Elizabeth II 
 
As a school, we would like to send our love and 
best wishes to the whole Royal family at this 
difficult time. 
 
Please be advised that children have today taken 
part in some activities to reflect on her long and 
inspirational life and Mrs Pipe spoke briefly about 
her Majesty in Achievers Assembly, which may 
mean that some children may have questions this 
evening or at the weekend. 
 
On Monday, Mrs Pipe will lead a whole school 
Assembly of remembrance and over the coming 
weeks, the school will join in with whatever 
activities are recommended by the DfE. 
 
 

It has been a wonderful week! It has been great to 
welcome all our children after the Summer Holidays. I 
hope you all had time with friends and family creating 
memories that you can treasure.  

The children have come back to school excited and 
ready to learn. I have already had visits to my office to 
share learning; what a great start.  

The Big Acorns have come in looking so smart in their uniforms; well done to all of them for such 
a super first week in Reception. Well done to our Reception parents too! It is big step, your child 
officially starting school. I know you will all be so proud of them.  

We welcome our new Little Acorns; some of whom have siblings here already and some families 
who are completely new to us. We look forward to getting to know your child and you too, over 
the next academic year.  

As well as new families joining us in Little Acorns, we welcome families who have joined us in 
other year groups, including Reception and we hope your child has had a happy first week. Again, 
we look forward to getting to know them and their parents over the coming weeks, months and 
years.  

As a staff we welcome Mrs Saunders and Mrs Ebdon who have joined our team. Mrs Saunders has 
joined our FSU team and Mrs Ebdon is working in FSU and as an HLTA across the school. We are 
so happy to have you with us.  
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A special welcome back to Mrs Whitehead, who has officially returned from maternity leave ☺. As 
you know, she is working in our FSU and remains on the Senior Leadership Team. It is wonderful 
to have her back.  

We are already planning special events for the term ahead and will keep you posted on dates 
ASAP.  

    For now, have a great weekend 

    Mrs Pipe 

 
Parents' Evenings 
During COVID 19, we moved to an on-line system of meetings. We have had feedback from some 
parents saying this was a much more convenient way to meet and meant that they did not have 
to come in to school, organise childcare and potentially have a long wait, if meetings overran.  
We felt it would be useful to gauge what the whole parent community view is on this as others 
may still wish to have a face-to-face meeting. 
 
Therefore, we are asking all parents to take part in an on-line questionnaire next week. You will 
be sent a link and given the option of either in school or on-line. We will the organise the parents' 
meetings based on the whatever the majority vote for. 
 
 
European day of Languages – Monday 26th September 
This is a wonderful opportunity for the school to celebrate the wide range 
of languages and cultures within our school community. We have a vast 
range of languages spoken by our families: from Bulgarian to German, 
Malayalam to Polish. 
On the day we are planning on starting the day with a whole school assembly followed by stories 
and games in different languages. We are hoping that many of our parents will be happy to share 
a little of their time to come into school and lead a session in their home language– something we 
have not been able to do since pre-Pandemic! 
If you are willing to take part, please contact Mrs Hartmann (the school’s MfL coordinator) to be 
added to the list. 
 

 
Census Day and Menu Changes - Wednesday 5th, Thursday 6th and Friday 7th October 
Thursday 6th October is school census day. On this day we encourage all Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 children to make use of their entitlement for a free school lunch.  
 
Children can still bring a packed lunch and eat that if they change their mind about having a 
school dinner. We encourage all Key Stage 1 children to sign up for a school dinner on this day 
because the numbers that register for a meal Thursday 6th October are used to calculate how 
much money the school receives for meals during the coming year. So, please help us by 
registering your Key Stage 1 child for a meal on this day, it won’t cost you a penny but with have 
a big impact on school finances.  
 
To encourage children to have school dinner on this day, Fresha are offering the most popular 
meal of the week but this means there will be some changes - see below for details: 
 



 

Monday 3rd October: as published 

Tuesday 4th October: as published 

Wednesday 5th October: Roast day (Was Thursday) 

Thursday 6th October (Census Day): Burgers (Was Friday) 

Friday 7th October: Pizza (Was Wednesday) 

In other words, whatever is on the menu on Thursday is served on Wednesday etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

Safeguarding Leads and Contact Information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 

 

• Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and 

Headteacher. For any urgent safeguarding matters please 

email: safeguarding@topsham.devon.sch.uk. Please do not use this email for any other 

matters apart from safeguarding. 

• Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 

Safeguarding our children will always be a priority for everyone in the school.  All staff are 
trained in how to keep children safe and alongside this we have our safeguarding team. 
Anyone of our staff can be contacted in relation to Safeguarding. 

Level 3 trained staff are qualified to the same level as the Safeguarding Leads. In our school 
this includes our Admin Team, Miss Greygoose and Mrs Owens. Again, their details are on our 
website.  

Safeguarding is EVERYONE’S business and we will always do our very best to keep 
our children safe. 

 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 
 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety, please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can. 

mailto:safeguarding@topsham.devon.sch.uk
mailto:mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk
mailto:nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk
mailto:mashsecure@devon.gov.uk


 

 
 

 
 

PTA NEWS 

PTA AGM – Tues 20th September, 7.30pm 

Thanks to some heroic fundraising last year by you, the lovely parents and staff of The Topsham 
School, the PTA is in a great position to start the new school year. To hear more about the results 
of your support, and to have your say about spending and planning more events for the coming 
year, please do come to the AGM at Topsham School on Tuesday 20th September at 7.30pm. 

There will be a quick round up of what we achieved last year, a brief report about the finances 
and discussing ideas for future fundraisers. We’ll be discussing what to spend PTA funds on and 
what to do this term. We’ll also be filling the committee roles and appointing class reps, but don’t 
let that put you off! You won’t be roped into a job if you don’t want one. EVERYONE IS 
WELCOME!! I cannot stress that enough. Whatever year your child/ren is/are in, whether you are 
new to the school or have been knocking around for ages, you will be warmly welcomed. Please 
come if you can. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS* 

*Please be aware that clicking on links/following web addresses in this section may take you to sites that 
require payment for the activities advertised. The Topsham School does not endorse any products or 
events in this section. 
 
 

Exeter City After School Football Clubs 
 
Please see below the booking links for the Monday KS2 and Friday KS1 After School Football 
Clubs- 
  
The Topsham School Years 3-6 After School Club. - Exeter City Community Trust (exetercct.org) 
  
The Topsham School Years 1 and 2 After School Club - Exeter City Community Trust 
(exetercct.org) 
  
We are also running our Summer Holiday Courses throughout the holidays- 
  
Summer Holiday Clubs - Exeter Exeter City Community Trust (exetercct.org) 
  
Ben Watson 
School Sport and Coach Development Officer 
Exeter City Community Trust 
 
01392 255611 
ben.watson@ecfc.co.uk 
www.exetercct.org 

 
Sporty Stars After School Clubs 
We hope the children have had an amazing Summer holiday. The Link for After School Clubs at 
Topsham School is now live and we look forward to seeing them.  
  
https://bookwhen.com/after-school-clubs57#focus=ev-s0y5-20220905153000 

 

After School Clubs - Booking by Bookwhen 

  

When you click the link on a mobile please press the word ’Schedule’ on the top left hand side and 
that will take you to all of our clubs as sometimes when the link is pressed it will highlight the 
wrong club needed for you. 
  
Kind Regards, 
  
Lewis  
Sporty Stars  
Clubs Manager 

https://exetercct.org/courses-events/after-school-clubs/topsham-school-key-stage-2/
https://exetercct.org/courses-events/after-school-clubs/topsham-school-key-stage-1/
https://exetercct.org/courses-events/after-school-clubs/topsham-school-key-stage-1/
https://exetercct.org/courses-events/holiday-clubs/
mailto:ben.watson@ecfc.co.uk
http://www.exetercct.org/
https://bookwhen.com/after-school-clubs57#focus=ev-s0y5-20220905153000
https://bookwhen.com/after-school-clubs57#focus=ev-s0y5-20220905153000
https://bookwhen.com/after-school-clubs57#focus=ev-s0y5-20220905153000
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Date Event 

Monday 26th September European day of Languages 

Wednesday 28th September Years 3 and 4 Trip to Kents Cavern 

Wednesday 5th October Menu Change 

Wednesday 5th October Years 1 and 2 Trip to Plymouth Aquarium 

Thursday 6th October Census Day and Menu Change 

Friday 7th October Menu Change 

Tuesday 11th October  Tempest Photography to take individual 
photos 

Friday 21st October Break up for half-term (3.30pm finish) 

Monday 31st October  Return to school after half-term 

Friday 16th December Break up for Christmas Holidays (2.30pm 
finish) 

Tuesday 3rd January Occasional Day – School Closed 

Wednesday 4th January Return to school after Christmas Holidays 


