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12th July 2022 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On Wednesday 13th July we will have a special whole school assembly to welcome Lucy Alders, 
dog trainer and behaviouralist, to talk to the children about what it will mean to have a dog in the 
school. This will include learning how to behave around dogs to ensure that that the dog and the 
people around feel safe and happy, how to interact around dogs, how to notice the signs that 
dogs make to show how they feel, and how we as a school can interact with Maggie, our new 
school dog, in a calm and gentle way. 
 
To help, Lucy will be bringing her own 12-year-old Whippet in to the hall. She is very well trained 
and used to being around people and children. 
  
Measures will be put in place to ensure that she feels comfortable in the space before the 
assembly, as well as during the assembly. 
 
For the children, anyone who is not confident around dogs will have space with an adult, away 
from the front of the assembly. All the children will be spoken to prior to the assembly so they 
know what to expect and have a chance to ask any questions to their teacher. 
 
On Friday 15th July, Maggie will visit the children during the day for the first time. She will visit 
each class and be at the front, or at the doorway, just for a few minutes to say hello. She will be 
on lead throughout and will not physically interact with the children on this occasion.  
 
This is an opportunity for all the children to see her and practice what they have learnt form the 
assembly two days before! 
 
Similarly, children who do not want to be close to her will be spaced away and will be with an 
adult if they feel more comfortable this way. 
 
If you feel you need to communicate to your child's class teacher about this, especially in the 
younger classes where they themselves may not be as forthcoming, please do. We know that 
having a school dog will be a hugely beneficial experience for the children (and adults!) but will 
ensure that we are very mindful of all children and feelings towards dogs. 



 

 
 
If you have any questions about this pertaining to your child specifically, please speak to their 
class teacher. If you have any questions in general, please let me know 
mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk    
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Maria White  
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