
                                 
Thursday 1st November 2018 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back. I hope that you had an enjoyable and restful half term break. The children have 
returned excited and enthused and as you will see from the photos in the newsletter, on Twitter 
and the website, we have started back with our World War One themed week and there has 
already been four classes on trips this week.  
Parents will shortly receive details of arrangements for Christmas, which includes ordering lunches 
and tickets for performances etc. – keep your eyes peeled! 
 
Don’t Miss the Date! 
As you can see from the key dates section of the newsletter, this is going to be a very busy half 
term indeed. Please keep a careful eye on the newsletter and also remember you can merge the 
electronic calendar on the school’s website with your own online calendar. 
 
Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behavior and we have numerous incentives to support this.  
House tokens are given for aspiration, self-worth and respect shown in class, at play and around 
the school.  These are our school values.    
 
At the end of each half term, one child from each year group is selected as the half-termly 
achiever.  Well done to the following who were chosen by their teachers for the autumn half term. 

 
 
 
 
                Half-Termly Achievers: 
   Hector, Ben, Elsie, Lexie, Tilly and Emma. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                          PE Awards: 
             Bella, Jowan, Elsie and Amy. 
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Year 3 and 4 trip to Bath  
What a super day we had. Yes, a long  
time in the coach, but it was worth it. 
We enjoyed workshops learning about 
the clothing of the time and got to try 
on togas, stolas and pallas; we made 
mosaic patterns; and learnt about 
Roman food and actually got to handle 
some real Roman artifacts. Then we 
walked around the Baths with an 
audio guide, which was great fun. The 
Baths were really busy (it is half term 
in Bath) but the children behaved 
beautifully, which was even 
commented on by a member of the 
public. Well done Year 3 and 4! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Help for Mental Health 
Just before half term, two members of our staff undertook some training in developing strategies 
for promoting good mental health amongst children.  
Did you know, that within 20 years the greatest cause of absence from work is predicted to be 
because of mental health issues? Therefore we need to help develop an awareness of this 
amongst pupils and the steps that we can all take to look after our wellbeing. 
 
Year 5 and 6 trip to Topsham Museum  
After our storytelling visitor on Tuesday, retelling the 
story of Hubert Trotman and his experience on the front 
line of World War One, Years 5 and 6 visited the 
museum on Wednesday to explore their current 
exhibition - learning about how local people coped with 
and survived the war. It was fascinating how many 
names we recognised! 
 
Assembly Theme – Plant a Seed of Friendship 
and Watch it Grow 
Our theme this half term will focus on developing positive friendships, 
which is one of our 10 ways to wellbeing.  Attached is an information sheet to explain how 
we will develop and explore this topic with children over the coming weeks. 
 



Visitors 
This term I have shown numerous visitors around the 
school, walking into lessons as well as looking at the 
school environment.  I find this a real privilege to be able 
to do this as the quality of learning and teaching, as well 
as the impressive school environment, are extremely high.  
I thought it would be good to share some of the 
comments made by the visitors recently: 
 
“I am stunned by how impressive the school 
environment is.  It really wasn’t what I was 
expecting from the school gates.” 
“The children are very lucky to be taught in a school like 
this.” 
“The children are very well behaved at Topsham School.” 
“It has opened my eyes to how diverse Topsham School is.  It has surprised me that 
there are 17 different languages spoken by children in the school, but how great this 
is.” 
“The children are expected to work very hard.” 
 
Applying for Reception places for September 2019 
Was your child born between 1st September 2014 and 31st August 2015? The online portal for 
applying for Reception (Big Acorns) places for September 2019 opens on 15th November 2018. 
The deadline for making an application is 15th January 2019.  
To apply online, visit www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline 
If you are unable to access the admissions website, you can get more information by calling the 
Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019 or by emailing admissions@devon.gov.uk 
 
Walk the Wizard Way – Start Collecting! 
It has been great to have already awarded certificates and prizes this term to 
some children who have collected stars for walking to school. 
Every child in school is able to earn certificates and prizes for walking, cycling 
or scooting to school. Every 20 walks to school (stars are just coloured for 
walking to school) parents sign to agree this and children pop the card into 
the tray outside the head teacher’s office. In our achievers’ assembly on a 
Friday, children are then awarded a certificate from bronze through to platinum with prizes 
available for certain milestones too! Obviously, apart from the extrinsic rewards being offered, it is 
also good for their physical and mentally well-being.   
 
Schoolcomms 
Please be aware that the Schoolcomms message account is not monitored. Please do not reply 
directly to messages you receive via Schoolcomms as there can be a delay in messages being sent 
and being read. Any responses to messages should be emailed to admin@topsham.devon.sch.uk  
 
Cash 
We are striving to become a paperless and cashless school. If you are bringing in cash for things 
organised by PTA etc, please be aware that the office is rarely able to provide change as most 
payments as now made online.  

 
Children in Need – Friday 16th November  
The Compassion Leaders have chosen a spotty theme to support Children In 
Need. Children can come to school in non-uniform and wear something spotty. We 
ask for a donation of £1 in exchange for wearing spots for the day.  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline
mailto:admin@topsham.devon.sch.uk


Grounds Clearance Day 
Grounds Clearance Day takes place this Saturday (3rd November) 10.00am – 3.00pm. If you would 
like to come along, please let the school office know so we have an idea of numbers. 
 
Sylvanian Families 
If anyone has any Sylvanian family figures that they are willing to donate or sell to Twiglets, 
please see Mrs Wannell.  
 

Twitter – are you following us? 
You can follow the school for news and updates @topshamschool 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Governor Profiles: 
 
Helen Fisher – Core Curriculum 
“I am very pleased to have joined The Topsham School governors this year and to be involved in 
monitoring the Core Curriculum. This includes receiving information from the Headteacher and 
staff about how the core curriculum is taught, evaluated and resourced. Data is reviewed and key 
messages on the school performance at all levels is reported to the Governing Board and we work 
to hold the Headteacher to account to ensure the highest possible outcomes for all pupils.” 
 
Jess Benger – Clerk to Governors 
“My name is Jess Benger and I am Clerk to Governors for The Topsham School Governing Board. I 
have been a Clerk for seven years and during that time I have worked for 11 different schools in 
Devon as well as helping on a temporary basis where needed. I currently work for five different 
schools.  
 
My job is to support the Headteacher and the Governors, especially the Chair of the Governing 
Board to carry out their legal and strategic duties for the school. Part of the role is to help set 
agendas for meeting, planning what business needs to be carried out over the year and taking the 
minutes for the meeting of the Governing Board. I also will convene and attend formal panels and 
respond to correspondence as and when these are required. 
 
Alongside this I keep all records up to date as required by the government on behalf of the 
Governing Board and I help the School Administrators with Audit requirement. I am the signpost 
and guide for information and resources for governors on training and how to carry out their role. 
It is an ever-changing role and I learn lots of new information every term.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you downloaded the app ready for text alerts, emails, payments and 
newsletters? 
 
From time to time, we send information to parents via text message to your mobile phone. A new, 
free, smartphone app for parents is now available for download called ‘School Gateway’ for Apple 
(iOS 8 on the iPhone 4S or later, iPad, iPod Touch) and Android (4.0 / Ice Cream Sandwich or 
later) devices. 
 
Please could you download this new app to your phone (it’s free) as it will help us to improve 
communication with parents – and save the school money. 
 
The set-up process is simple and will take no more than a couple of minutes: 
 
1. Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go 
to www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android) 
 
2. Install the app and, if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications” 
 
3. When you launch School Gateway for the first time, please select ‘New User’ and enter the 
email address and mobile telephone number you have registered with the school 
 
4. The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please enter this PIN code and the app will be 
activated for you. 
As soon as you’ve got the system set-up, all of the text messages we send you will appear in the 
app; you’ll receive notifications/alerts as normal. 
 
If you’ve recently changed your email address or mobile telephone number, please let us know so 
we can update our records. 
 

 

 
 
 
As always, if you have any worries or concerns then class teachers are always happy to help, just 
pop in for a chat. Alternatively I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat 
or share good news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please 
speak to Jayne or Jenny in the office to make an appointment. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Kevin Martin  
Acting Headteacher 
 
 
 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/apple
http://www.schoolgateway.com/android


 

 

 

 
               PTA NEWS 

 
Year 6 Cake Sale – result! 
Thank you so much to everyone who supported the year 6 spooky cake sale before half term, and 
congratulations to them for raising £85. This year the money from all the cake sales will be given 
to the Meal Time Assistants to buy new playground equipment to make break and lunchtime more 
fun. Thanks Year 6 for helping with this plan! The next cake sale will be Year 5’s on 
16th November. 
  
Latest PTA meeting 
Thanks to everyone who came, or who contributed their thoughts if they couldn’t be at last 
Tuesday’s meeting in person. We have a basic plan for the Christmas Bazaar, which is shaping up 
nicely. There’s still time to add in extra stalls and games, if you have something in mind that you 
would like to make happen. Please just email TopshamPTA@outlook.com with your ideas. 
  
Toys for playtime 
If you have any unwanted toys cars or dolls, please could you consider donating them to the 
school for playtimes? We will shortly be organising a drop-off point for toy donations, so please 
hang on to them for now. More news next week... 
  
Christmas Hamper Raffle 
Tickets for the festive house hampers will appear in book bags soon. Keep an eye open for a 
white envelope containing your chance to win an eccentric collection of Christmas goodies! And 
the hampers themselves will be in reception next week so you can start to drop off any donations 
of sweets, treats, bottles, and festive gorgeousness. Thanks. 
  
Christmas Bazaar stalls 
If you have a craft business or sell your homemade goods at fairs and would like a table at the 
Christmas Bazaar (Friday 7th December, 5.30-7.30pm), please email TopshamPTA@outlook.comto 
book it. 
  
PTA support for Christmas at school 
We are happy to confirm that the PTA will donate £500 towards the upcoming Theatre Alibi 
performance of Table Mates, this year’s Christmas show; and £100 towards the school Christmas 
lunch. 
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We try our best to keep to published dates; however in the hustle and bustle of school life it is sometimes inevitable 

things may change from time to time.  Sorry in advance… 

 

Key Dates  

Saturday 3rd November  Grounds Clearance Day 

Monday 5th November  School football match 

Monday 12th November Sharing work with parents from themed week 

Wednesday 14th November Tempest Photos (individual)  

Wednesday 14th November Years 3 and 4 Roman Workshop in school 

Thursday 15th November Online portal for Reception 2019 places opens 

Friday 16th November Children in Need – Spots Theme 

Friday 23rd November Vision Screening for 4 and 5 year olds 

Monday 26th November  School football match 

Thursday 29th November  Full Governors meeting 

Monday 3rd December  Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 7th December  PTA Christmas Bazaar 

Tuesday 11th December  FSU Performance @2.30pm  

Wednesday 12th December  Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday 18th December  KS1 Performances @2pm and 6pm 

Wednesday 19th December  KS2 Performances @2pm and 6pm 

Wednesday 19th December  KS1 party 

Wednesday 19th December  FSU Party (Big and Little Acorns) 

Thursday 20th December   KS2 party 

Thursday 20th December  Theatre Alibi performance 

Friday 21st December   Break up for Christmas Holidays 2.30pm finish 

Monday 7th January  Non-Pupil Day 

Tuesday 8th January  Children return to school after Christmas Holidays 

Tuesday 15th January 2019  Deadline for applying for Reception September 2019   
places 

Thursday 17th January  Choir Trip to Young Voices, Birmingham 


