
                                 

Thursday 4th October 
 

Have you downloaded the School Gateway app 
yet ready for emails, texts and online payments? 

 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behaviour and we have numerous incentives to support this.  
House tokens are given for aspiration, self-worth and respect shown in class, at play and around 
the school.  Golden tickets are given for good behaviour/manners at lunchtimes.  In addition to 
this, teachers award two weekly achievers for children who have been identified for a particular 
reason or aspect of their learning that they have done well in.  There are also four children each 
week identified for their efforts in PE and sport.  Maths and Writing effort is rewarded by 
displaying children’s work in the framed display boards outside of the hall.   
 

This week’s achievers: 
 

 
 
 
Achievers: 
Olivia, Eddie, William, Bessie, Holly, Lily and Pippa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  Golden Tickets:                                                            PE Awards: 
           Mirela, Oskaras and Kiki                                     Tilly, Emmie-May, Stan-Lee and Kade 
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Big Acorns Trip 
This week the children in Big Acorns went on a bus trip to Darts 
Farm to help them develop their own ‘Naughty Bus’ story ideas. This 
was their first trip and everyone was amazed by their behaviour; we 
can’t wait to hear their story ideas. 
 
Year 3 and 4 Trip 
Did you know that 70% of the 2000 year old Roman wall is still in 
place in Exeter? Well, Year 3 and 4 do and on Wednesday they 
walked all around it and even on a part of it! It was a beautiful 
morning, the views over Exeter were wonderful and the children 
were able to get a real sense of how big Exeter (or Isca 
Dumnoniorum as it was known in Roman times) actually was. 

Thank you so much to the wonderful parents who accompanied 

us on the 2 mile walk. 

Parents’ Evenings 
Parents’ Evenings will be held on the 16th and 18th 
October. A link to our online booking facility, Sign-
Up Genius will be sent by email tomorrow 
enabling you to book a slot. Please do help the 
teachers keep to time and remember that 
appointment slots are 10 minutes in length. 
Should you wish to see the teacher for longer, 
please arrange another appointment. 
 
School Dinners 
Please remember that if you do not order a 
meal online for your child before the cut-off 
point at 8.30am and we are informed that they require a 
meal, they will be provided with the main menu option. 
 
High Viz jackets 
A big thank you to Maria Goodfellow for providing the school with a number of high viz jackets, 
complete with our school logo.  These will come in handy with the numerous trips and visits which 
the children are currently doing.  
 
Met Office Video 
This week Topsham School provided the venue for a short film 
being put together by the Met Office. Parent Adrian Holloway 
filmed three pupils from Year one;  Olive , Evie  and Benjamin 
as part of a video promoting the Met Office Weather App. 
Luckily, weather and students were in fine form.  The 
completed film should be released soon - we'll keep you 
posted.  
 
Running Club 
Please note that next week’s running club will be the last 
before half term due to parents evening.   
 
 
 



School Community Grounds Day 
On Saturday 3rd November, we will be holding a grounds day to tackle lots of areas in the school 
that need some TLC.  
We are looking for a force of willing volunteers to come and spend a couple of hours between 
9.30am and 1.30pm to make a change within the grounds, including developing areas for a new 
forest school area. 
All help is welcome for a range of jobs! 
Please feel free to join us for all or some of the time. We will be prepared with mid-morning 
refreshments and light lunch! 
 
 
As always, if you have any worries or concerns then class teachers are always happy to help, just 
pop in for a chat. Alternatively I am at the front of the school most mornings, so just have a chat 
or share good news with me about you and your family. For more confidential matters, please 
speak to Jayne or Jenny in the office to make an appointment. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Kevin Martin 
Acting Headteacher 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try our best to keep to published dates; however in the hustle and bustle of school life it is 
sometimes inevitable things may change from time to time.  Sorry in advance… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Key Dates  

Wednesday 10th October Harvest (in school) 

Tuesday 16th October Years 5 and 6 Trip to Buckland Abbey 

Tuesday 16th October New parent tours 

Tuesday 16th October Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 17th October Dodgeball Match 

Thursday 18th October Parents’ Evening 

Friday 19th October Break up for Half-term 3.30pm finish 

Friday 19th October Year 6 Cake Sale 

Monday 29th October Non-pupil Day 

Tuesday 30th  October Children return to school after Half-term 

Tuesday 30th  October PTA meeting 8pm@The Globe 

Wednesday 31st October Years 3 and 4 Roman Baths Trip  

Saturday 3rd November Grounds Clearance Day 

Monday 5th November School football match 

Monday 12th November Sharing work with parents from themed week 

Wednesday 14th November Tempest Photos (individual)  

Wednesday 14th November Years 3 and 4 Roman Workshop 

Thursday 15th November  Years 1 and 2 Trip to Living Coasts 

Monday 26th November School football match 

Thursday 29th November Full Governors meeting 

Friday 3rd December Christmas Jumper Day 

Tuesday 11th December FSU Performance @2.30pm  

Wednesday 12th December Christmas Dinner 

Friday 7th December  Christmas Bazaar 

Tuesday 18th December KS1 Performances @2pm and 6pm 

Wednesday 19th December KS2 Performances @2pm and 6pm 

Thursday 20th December  KS2 party 

Thursday 20th December Theatre Alibi performance 

Friday 21st December  Break up for Christmas Holidays 2.30pm finish 



The Great Topsham Bake Off 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Do Viennese whirls put you in a swirl? Do you hate a soggy bottom? Is your pastry flaky 

and do your cookies crumble or crunch? 

 

Calling ALL bakers… 

The Great Topsham Bake Off is here! 

 

On Friday 2nd November we invite your children, you or any family member to whip up 

their snazziest show stopper! Show stoppers can be anything from cakes to cookies.  

 

We ask you to please include a short description for your cake which includes: who it is 

made by, what the bake is and whether it includes any allergens (milk, egg, nuts). 

 

All bakes are to be dropped to the school hall by 9am ready for judging. The School 

Council will be supported by one of Topsham’s local bakeries. 

 

Please note that the judging will be anonymous and the top three names will only be 

revealed at the announcement. 

The announcement will take place at 3.40pm in the main school hall. All cakes will be on 

sale with the proceeds going towards a local charity, decided by our Compassion 

Leaders.  



 
 

 

 
PTA NEWS 

 
Old dolls and small toys 
If you have any dolls, toy cars or other small toys suitable for outside playtimes, would you 
consider donating them to the school? Having cleared the sheds last week there’s now 
room to add new things. Toys need to be in good condition and fairly robust! Just pop your 
donations in a bag and leave them in the blue produce shed at the front of the school. 
We’ll check regularly and scoop up anything we find and give it to school. Thank you. 
  
Grounds Clearance Day – Saturday 3rd November 
There are exciting plans afoot in the key stage one playground, but we need to clear the 
way for them first. It is proposed to organise a good old Grounds Clearance Day on the 
3rd November. It’s surprising how satisfying it is to clear and tidy someone else’s brambles, 
weeds, dead branches etc (just as it’s inversely awful having to clear your own), especially 
if you are part of a big team and refreshments are free. This isn’t just a PTA thing, so look 
out for further news from school, and please lend your support if you can. 
  
Year 6 cake sale 
Look out for the Year 6 cake sale on Friday 19th October. 
  
The next PTA meeting is on... 
Tuesday 30th October at 8pm at The Globe. See you there! If you have a point you’d like to 
raise, but can’t make it to the meeting, please email it to TopshamPTA@outlook.com. Bear 
in mind that we can have a much better discussion about something if you can provide a 
bit of supporting information. Off-the-top-of-your-head ideas flung into the mix don’t 
normally gather the momentum they might deserve. A bit of background research goes a 
long way... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:TopshamPTA@outlook.com


 
 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

Topsham Christmas Lights 
Can you help to light up Topsham this December? LoveTopsham, the community group 
promoting Topsham in order to increase visitors and boost business so we all get to live in 
a thriving town, is spear-heading an urgent appeal to fund some truly lovely Christmas 
lights this year. The deadline for getting the funds in place is 15th October. Please 
visit the LoveTopsham JustGiving page for more information. 
  
The Greatest Showman – thank you! 
Topsham Community Association would like to thank everyone who came to the screenings 
of The Greatest Showman last week. It was a great way to celebrate Matthew’s Hall’s 
90th birthday, especially as for part of its lifetime the hall was a cinema. Thank you for your 
support. 
 
Charity Calendars – A message from Myriam Prual 
Your brand new channelling art calendar 2019 has arrived from the printer today! I am o 
excited to share it with you all! So far you have helped me raise £2000 for hospitals. This 
year, I would like to help the charity “MediCinema” who work at giving a real movie 
experience and fun to patients in a hospital context. I was lucky to benefit from their input 
after 6 weeks of hospitalisation. So, could you please help me raise money for this valuable 
cause. To by one or more calendars, please email myriam.prual@virgin.net. There are only 
100 copies available.  
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