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This week has been a week of endings for the school. Yesterday we said goodbye to our Big 
Acorns, Year 1s and Year 6 children who have been in our provision. It has been so lovely to have 
them in school during the last few weeks. We are just sad that we could not have all our classes 
back with us. 
 
Year 6 had their leavers assembly, out on the field. EVERY Year 6 child and their parents were 
there. It was great to have them all together and to have the opportunity to celebrate all they 
have achieved in Primary school. The words they said about each other were spot on- they know 
each other so well. The songs they sang were beautiful and I know that teary eyes were 
everywhere as we listened to them. We will all miss them and we wish them well as they go on to 
Secondary school.  
 
Today we say goodbye to our Key Worker Pods. The children in these pods, some of whom have 
been with us since lockdown, have been a complete delight to have in the school. I know that the 
parents of these children have been very brave to entrust their children to us during this time, 
especially at the start. Thank you for letting them be with us. They have been a group that have 
formed real friendships across the age ranges and every member of staff who have worked with 
them over these months have really enjoyed their time with them. I want to thank the parents of 
these children who arrived en masse the other evening with crates of goodies for the team- thank 
you for your thoughtfulness.  
 
Today the Year 5s and Year 2s have joined us for transition and it has been lovely to welcome 
them back, even if only for a short time. They have grown so much and have been so eager to 
talk and share their experiences.  
 
So as this chapter ends, I would like to say some thank yous: 
 
Thanks to my staff  
They have been incredible. They have worked tirelessly throughout this period to try and support 
parents and children as much as they could. They have set learning, provided feedback, emailed, 
made story videos, made phone calls, done home visits, met children at the school gates to talk 
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things through, held TEAMS transition meetings with year groups not able to get into school and 
tried to do all they could to make this manageable. Jayne Edwards and Jenny Adesina have 
worked throughout this time, remotely, managing all the things they normally do and much much 
more and I am so grateful to them for all they have done and continue to do.  
  
Alongside this, staff have been in school throughout this time, planning and leading teaching and 
learning for the children we could have in school, cleaning, decluttering, cleaning some more and 
they have done all this with humour and positivity throughout. 
 
It hasn’t always been easy, and we have had to learn as we go but each one of them have tried 
their best, in very challenging circumstances, with families and children of their own to care for. 
Each one of my team has been totally committed and dedicated to making sure we strive to keep 
the children at the heart of all we do.  
 
Thank you, team, for your ongoing hard work, you have been amazing :) 
 

Thanks to the children 
Thank you to the children of my school, both the children who have been in with us and those of 
you who we have not been able to open our doors to. You have done so well during this time. You 
have worked hard at home, completing remote learning and asking lots of questions and trying 
your best in a very very difficult time, one I know will have felt very scary at times as well. So 
many of you have chosen to keep motivated and stay engaged in your learning throughout this 
time- you should be so proud of yourselves. I am really proud of you.  
 
I am so looking forward to having you all back in September. Not seeing you all has been very 
hard and something I hope I don’t have to ever do again. Well done to you all and I will see you 
soon. 
 
Thanks to the parents 
Thank you, parents and carers, for all you have done to support your children throughout this 
time. I know it has been hard work. I know having to home educate your children while needing 
to work has been a HUGE challenge and I am grateful to all of you who have worked tirelessly to 
motivate and teach your child/children every day. Your hard work will pay off. We know in 
September there will be gaps that cannot be helped, but those parents who have strived to 
support their child learn throughout this time please know your hard work and commitment will 
have ensured these gaps are not so big that we cannot fill them. Thank you. 
 
To those of you who have taken to the time to email or contact me personally with kind words, 
thank you, I have so appreciated it. 
   
Mr Guy thank you, for standing up yesterday and saying what you did, not only did I value that 
but so did my team.  
 
 
Thanks to the governors 
Throughout this time, I have been supported by my Governing Board. They have challenged and 
asked questions, just as they should and each one has been a real support to me and I am so 
grateful to them.  Thank you. 
 



 

I know that I have not been perfect in all this, I know there are things, that on reflection, I could 
have done differently or better, but I have never had to lead a school through a pandemic before. 
Like everyone else, I could not have not anticipated this. I do know, like everyone, I have tried my 
best to make the right decisions to keep my staff and children safe and to give them the best we 
could during this time with the knowledge and experience we had at the time. I have tried to keep 
parents informed as best as I could while trawling through daily government guidance. It won’t 
have been perfect, but I tried.  
 
I will be sending out information about September next week so please do keep your eye out for 
this. It is likely to be a lengthy document as in September we will still need to do things differently 
so please read it.  
 
Thank you all for your patience and support throughout this time and I hope you have a good 
holiday. 

 
 

 

The Magic Box  
 

I will put in the box,  

Jasper throwing the ball really high   

A laugh from Millie when she catches the green ball  

The bouncing of the ball as it leaves Henry’s hands 

 

I will put in the box,  

A wet Mrs Wannell from a water balloon thrown by Millie  

A swirl from the hoop spinning around Annabelle’s waist   

The crackling of pinecones when they hit the bucket 
 

I will put in the box, 

Alma getting her first ever reading certificate at this school 
A flutter of pages from one of Eddie’s books 

Florence playing on CBBC iPlayer  

 

I will put in the box,  

The slippery, slimy soap from never ending hand washing  

The shimmying of Emmie May’s dance moves as she performs 
“one last time”  

 

I will put in the box,  

Jack digging dirt to make a bug hotel  

Ben sitting on the mat to listen to the story  



 

An energetic warm up getting ready for our run  

Belle whizzing around the track leaving us behind  
 

 I will put in the box,  

The funny giggles from James  

The football skills from Bertie   

Aurelia playing ttrockstars  
Archie wearing his own clothes  

 

 

 
SAFEGUARDING 

 

 
Safeguarding Leads and contact information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 
 

• Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and Headteacher: 

epipe@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

• Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

• Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 
If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  

 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can.”  
Devon Children and Families Partnership. 

 

Mealtime Assistant Vacancy  
We are looking to appoint a Mealtime Assistant to support lunch 
times starting in September. Hours for this role would be 11.45-
13.20 each day. 
You would be working as part of the Mealtime Assistant team to 

help supervise, care and manage the children in the playground and dining hall, and support them 
in their play. 

You should: 
- Be able to build a strong, appropriate rapport with children; 
- Demonstrate the aptitude to work as part of a successful team; 
- Have effective communication skills; 

mailto:epipe@topsham.devon.sch.uk
mailto:mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk
mailto:nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk
mailto:mashsecure@devon.gov.uk


 

- Be able to support children in their play, while maintaining the children’s safety and following the 
school’s behaviour guidelines; 
- Be able to demonstrate good food hygiene practices and follow the school health and safety 
policies; 
- Undertake lunch-time play duty, supervising by interaction and inclusion. 
- Be involved in setting up hall, closing down and clearing away. 

Application form can be found by emailing admin@topsham.devon.sch.uk  

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and vulnerable adults 
and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

This role requires a DBS disclosure. 

This role requires the ability to fulfil all spoken aspects of the role with confidence and fluency in 
English. 

 

Mrs Whitehead’s Trek in aid of The Alzheimer’s Society 
On 22nd August 2020 I will be trekking 26 miles across Dartmoor on behalf 
of The Alzheimer’s Society. I sadly lost my Grandpa to Alzheimer’s and so 
this charity is very close to my heart. Any donation no matter how big or 
small is greatly appreciated and will continue to support the Society in the 
amazing work they continue to do. 
 
Here is the link to my Just Giving page, should any members of our school 
community wish to donate: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katrena-
whitehead?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=katrena-
whitehead&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e909d1faaa20469f9a79f3499afade3d. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2: 
 

Gold Leaves: 
Ella, Maiya, Ellery 

and Jowan. 
 

Year 1: 
 

Gold Leaves: 
Jack and Rosie 

 

Big Acorns: 
 

Well done for your fantastic 
reading this week, Big Acorns! 

Some children have achieved their 
gold reading leaf, meaning they 
have read over 80 times since 

13th April. 
 

Gold Leaves: 
Isabel, Helena, Erin, Elliott 

Sara, Aine, Osian, Laurie and 
Holly 

 
 

The following children have achieved their reading leaves this week: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katrena-whitehead?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=katrena-whitehead&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e909d1faaa20469f9a79f3499afade3d
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https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katrena-whitehead?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=katrena-whitehead&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e909d1faaa20469f9a79f3499afade3d


 

 
 
Year 3 Reading Target Certificates 
Huge congratulations to Daisy who has achieved her 4th reading target, which 
is a class record!   

 
Laptops 

If anyone has any old laptops they no longer require, we could make good 

use of them in school. Our IT support have offered to wipe any donated 

laptops and set them up for use by children in school. Any donations would 

be gratefully received.  

 

Parent Survey 

Thank you to everyone who has completed our Parent Survey. If you have not already submitted 

your response and you would like to complete the survey, please do so by 9am on Wednesday 

22nd July. The link for this survey is  https://forms.gle/uw52FwrQCNcfZE2F8 

 

 
The Lockdown Running Challenge Success 
Well done to all of you who achieved your running goals. We managed to snap some of you with 
your certificates... 
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Little Acorn Home Learners  
Well done Little Ones for all your efforts over the past four 
months. It has been wonderful to see all the fantastic 
things you have still managed to do. All of the FSU Team 
are very much looking forward to September. If you are 
going to become one of our new Big Acorns, we can't wait 
to see all the fantastic work you are going to do. If you are 
heading to a new school, we will all really miss you but 
know you will love where you go and will soon be busy 
bees with your new friends. If you're staying as a Little 
Acorn, we know you will be helping us so much as your 

new friends join us. Thank you for sharing the wonderful 
snail collage pictures you have made this week and for 
making us smile!  
Mr Vernon 

 
 

Big Acorn Home Learners 
Even as the term comes to an end, you have continued to 
show us some brilliant work! There have been word hunts 
set up in the park, lots of addition and subtraction work 
with Zog, great exploration of the continents of the world 
and some wonderful art work. Well done, to all of you, for 
embracing our home learning since March, it has been 
lovely to see your smiling faces, perseverance and how 
much you clearly enjoy your learning. We can't wait to see 
how much you continue to flourish when you return to 
school as Year 1! 
Miss Dinning and Mr Vernon  
 

Big Acorns Blue Pod 
Wow! What a 5 weeks it has been. Mrs Hockaday, Mrs 
Cooper and I have LOVED our time with you - watching you 
settle back into school, excited to see your friends and learn more. The Gruffalo and Snail and The 
Whale have provided us with much enjoyment and adventures. We have laughed (a lot!), learnt 
even more and made many memories over our short time together. Big Acorns you are all little 
superstars! I know your first year of 'big school' has been a little unusual, but you have been 
resilient and kept your positive pants on throughout! I know I speak on behalf of all of the FSU 
team in saying that we are so proud of you.  
Mrs Whitehead 
 
 
 



 

Year 1 Blue Pod 
This week, Year 1 have spent time reflecting on their last school year. There were so many good 
memories of school trips, school shows, topic days, and lots of very funny moments in the 
classroom and playground. We all looked at some photos of them when they started in Year 1 and 
a lot of the children could not even recognize themselves! Everyone has grown, learned new skills, 
made new friendships, and embraced the changes that we have all faced with enthusiasm - 
always finding the positives. The children finished writing their Gruffalo stories which are fantastic 
and show they are more than ready for Year 2.  Each and every one of the Blue Pod should feel 
proud of everything they have achieved over the last year.  
Mrs Ostrer 
 

 

Year 1 Yellow Pod  

A lovely final week in Year 1 Yellow Pod. The children have worked so hard and written great 
stories, solved tricky maths problems and read beautifully. On top of this they have continued to 
play cooperatively and imaginatively and just be happy. 
Our final day was a real treat. We all enjoyed our film and popcorn (you can’t go wrong with Alvin 
and the Chipmunks!) and joined in dancing – even Mrs Hartmann (well, you can’t go wrong with 
Beyonce’s ‘All the single ladies!’) 
Thank you Yellow Pod for bringing me such joy these last few weeks. Have a wonderful Summer! 
Mrs Hartmann  
 
 
Year 3 
Congratulations to Aurelia in Year 3 who 
has raised an amazing £201.21 for the 
Nello (Force Cancer Charity). She 
organised a stall to sell cards, toys and 
sweets and completed a 25-mile bike ride 
to Budleigh Salterton and back.  
 

 
 
 
 
“I won Top Goal scorer, I could’ve scored more goals but because of 
lockdown I couldn’t play football with my team. I am back to training and 
very happy to see all my team mates!” 
Alfie 
 
 

 
Year 6  
Year 6, what a special group of children you are. We are so glad that we got to have the last few 
weeks together- every day you showed passion and enthusiasm in all that you did. We laughed 
and had fun together, your friendships shone so brightly. Please know that you are all so fantastic 
and will be superb Year Sevens. Your secondary schools are so lucky to have you - our loss is 
definitely their gain. Your exuberance and the energy that you put into everything you do will 
never be forgotten! We look forward to hearing about you in the future and will probably bump in 
to you in Topsham. We hope that you all have a brilliant summer full of fun and happiness.  All 
the very best to you in your new schools and future adventures.                    Miss Greygoose 



 

 
Keyworker Yellow Pod 
So, it’s a big farewell from the Yellow Key Worker Pod and all the staff who have helped run this 
pod since the start of lockdown. We had a fabulous time meeting and working with all different 
children from across Little and Big Acorns, Year 1 and Year 2. Everyone has fitted in so well, 
adapted to new routines and created some amazing work. 
 
We have celebrated all this work by creating a book to go into the Time Capsule that the Key 
Worker Pods are putting together. This book features everyone's photos, hand-prints and a 
selection of their work and favourite activities - this includes the children who started in our Pod 
but have since returned to their year group bubbles. 
 
Celebrating the last week of term has been the theme for the week; we have made 

rainbows 🌈 and painted more stones🖌, played party games🎈, had a final welly wanging 

competition😀 and everyone's favourite-'duck duck goose' made us all smile as all the children 

chased and laughed together ❤️  

Mrs Finnegan 
 
 
Keyworker Blue Pod 
This week we have been looking both backwards and forwards.  We have been busy assembling a 
time capsule, trying to create a snapshot of our experience coming into school during this time.  
We've had lots of fun writing a group poem, creating a video and selecting items to put into our 
box.  We have also been thinking about transition and preparing for moving up to our new 
classes.  We've had a wonderful time together in our Key Worker Pod but we are really looking 
forward to being back with our classes in September. 
Mrs Daitz, Mrs Wannell and Mrs Knight  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Community News 

 

 



 

 

The 2020 Summer Reading Challenge is here! 
 

The Summer Reading Challenge, presented by The Reading 

Agency and funded by Arts Council England, encourages children aged 4 to 11 to set themselves a 

reading challenge to help prevent the summer reading ‘dip’. 

 

Each year the Challenge, delivered through public libraries, motivates over 700,000 children to 

keep reading to build their skills and confidence. Last year more than 14,000 children across 

Devon and Torbay took part.  

 

With the disruption caused by COVID-19 and the impact of social distancing on schools and public 

libraries, the 2020 Challenge will launch as a digital activity to keep children reading over the 

summer and support parents and carers with children already at home. The Challenge will run 

from June to September. 

  

This year, Silly Squad, the Summer Reading Challenge 2020, celebrates funny books, happiness 

and laughter and features bespoke artwork from award-winning children’s author and illustrator 

Laura Ellen Anderson (Amelia Fang; Evil Emperor Penguin; I Don’t Want Curly Hair). Children 

taking part in the Challenge will join the Silly Squad, an adventurous team of animals who love to 

have a laugh and get stuck in to all different kinds of funny books! 

The digital Challenge is free to access, featuring games, quizzes and digital and downloadable 

activities to incentivise and encourage children and their families to take part in reading-related 

activities at home. Although our library buildings are closed we have boosted  the number of 

children's books available to borrow via our e-lending platforms which can be accessed from 

our Devon Libraries and Torbay Libraries websites. From July we will also be hosting lots of Silly 

Squad events and activities on our Facebook pages, so look out for those! 

 
We are very aware that there may be families at your school who struggle to get online and will 
not be able to access the digital challenge. We are hoping to be able to offer these families some 
resources to be able to complete the challenge without going online. For any families that fall into 
that category, they can contact the library or visit the library directly from 16th July to register for 
the challenge and to collect some physical resources.  
 
 
With school life disrupted and many children missing the company of their friends, this year’s fun-
filled Summer Reading Challenge will be all the more vital as a way of helping parents and carers 
find fun, family-friendly activities, maintain literacy levels and create a safe space for children to 
connect with their peers.   
 
Contact information: 
 
01392 874955 
Follow us on facebook.com/TopshamLibrary/ 
Or visit https://www.facebook.com/Devon.Libraries 
 
www.librariesunlimited.org.uk 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsummerreadingchallenge.org.uk%2f&c=E,1,KwoD0fVPLycJzcJRwMLzrWHesTx3xehZNr1f1GGECd4bPKW1JXt8iXX9cwwpgJIllLQYv6lpZrLNNRlFERP3ECbxaIuWd1iM676vjpM3&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.devonlibraries.org.uk%2fweb%2farena&c=E,1,s5W8Ajjj8gA4scpKamVncLJ8rDCbKUcXWw2ufHk5l0--5q0R9NCNrTEd0zrMYIx4R3GjgULYwLBJ_BrPwHE0u-zQhzjPxWoOq7gP9OrgHHNU7lL0&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.torbaylibraries.org.uk%2fweb%2farena&c=E,1,tvVbAxEf9gHpcYQMLgRqAcLjafXweuonic5gj0yKk24qSfU6-uYc0WbEInkPA7lz8ill6WxGPV6yIGWQCDeZ9G9e2TgLHFHi9BoHsmhu7sXw&typo=1
https://en-gb.facebook.com/TopshamLibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/Devon.Libraries
http://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/


 

 

Exeter City Council – Consultation regarding Fore Street, Topsham 
 
'Exeter City Council are currently holding a consultation to make Fore Street in Topsham a 
temporary pedestrian zone. As well as aiding social distancing, the scheme hopes to encourage 
people to continue walking and cycling, both of which have seen a huge increase in recent 
months. 
 
Details of the proposals can be found here: 
https://exeter.gov.uk/clean-safe-city/community-safety/coronavirus/topsham-back-to-business-
safely/ 

 
 
 

Covid-19 Updates for Parents 

For local Government advice, please visit the Devon County Council website. 

As a school, we are receiving information and updates from a wide range of sources including the 
Department for Education and Devon County Council. As the situation evolves, we will endeavour to 
collate the information that is relevant to parents and share this with you on a weekly basis. 
 
 
 

If you are having a food emergency …… 
 

If you are having difficult feeding your children and find you have no or very little food, you can 
ring Estuary League of Friends on 01392 879009 and ask for Simone. They are able to arrange 
emergency food deliveries. 
 
 
 
Domestic Abuse 
Limited contact with the outside world may cause 
an increase in domestic abuse. Domestic abuse is 
never ok. If you or someone you know is suffering 
abuse - help is available,  
visit: www.victimcaredevonandcornwall.org.uk         
In an emergency, always dial 999 
 

 

 
 

The latest national advice on coronavirus (COVID-19) is available on the 
Government website and NHS website. 
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