
 

 
Friday 9th July 2021 

 
Well……we couldn’t ignore it could 
we? Whether you like football, 
love football, think it’ is ok or don’t 
think much of it at all, at this 
moment there is no escaping the 
fact that football is playing a 
pretty important part of our lives 
right now.  

Not only have the Euros provided 
a key part to the ‘road map out’ of 
our current situation (Can crowds 
gather safely?), but they have also 

brought a real buzz of excitement and hope that maybe, 
just maybe, it really is coming home!  

Whether football is a passion or something you put up with, 
this year, at this time, it has really brought people together, 
united behind the England squad. It is brilliant too that it is 
Gareth Southgate who has got the team to where it is 
today. He really has been on a journey, hasn’t he?  

In the 1996 Euros he missed a penalty that meant England 
were out. I remember watching it and I remember too 
having tears in my eyes, not only because we had been 
knocked out, but Southgate looked so sad and all I could 
think of was what a burden he has got to carry now.  

But he didn’t. He didn’t carry the burden of missing a penalty. He was sad, and I am sure he 
still looks back and wonders what if, but he continued to play and continued to develop his 
skills and here he is now, the England Manager. He could have quit, but he didn’t and that 
shows such a strength of character. It shows a real ability to ‘bounce back’ and shows a depth 
of resilience that I am in awe of.  

It shows a real commitment to learn from a mistake and move on; and aren’t we all glad he 
did? 

Whenever a player or commentator is asked about Southgate and why England is doing so well, 
the answer is always because he is genuinely nice guy, he knows his football and is a deep thinker 
and he values everyone in the team; EVERYONE, not just a few of the players but ALL the players 
and all the coaches and every other person that is part of the England team as a whole. He 
recognises that there are NO stars, every person in the team, footballer or not, has a key part to 
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play in the team’s success. He works hard to ensure the team feels connected and he can 
empathise during the tough times, because he has been there.  
 
Whether England wins on Sunday or not, it has been brilliant to see what Southgate and his team 
have been able to achieve together. Teams really can achieve great things.  
 
Have a good weekend…………..it’s coming home…….it’s coming home……….it’s coming… 
 
Mrs Pipe 
 

 
 
Swimming days for next week 
There will be a change of swimming days next week for Years 3 and 6. The 
days the children in Key Stage 2 will be swimming next week are shown below: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
 
 
Safeguarding Leads and contact information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 
 

 Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and Headteacher: 

epipe@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

 Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 
 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 
 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can. 

Date Class swimming 

Monday 12th July Year 3 

Tuesday 13th July Year 6 

Wednesday 14th July Year 5 

Thursday 15th July Year 4 
Friday 16th July Year 5 
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PTA NEWS 
 
 

 
Smarties Challenge 
Thanks you so much to everyone who 
has filled a Smartie tube and returned it 
to school – we’ve had over a hundred so far. We’re extending 
the deadline to Monday 12th July because there are a few people 
who have mentioned that they still have the tubes and want to 

return them, and because the FSU will be open again then. Please give the tubes to a 
teacher who will make sure they get counted. Thank you! 
  
The Great Big Wheelbarrow Raffle 
The wheelbarrow is filling up well! We are asking for donations of anything summery to 
enjoy in your garden. Ideas include inflatables, bubble machines, BBQ sauces or utensils, 
wine/beer/soft drinks, garden games, gardening kit (seeds, tools, gloves etc), sweets and 
treats. See your class WhatsApp group for where you can drop off donations (please don’t 
bring them to school), plus you can leave them by the front door at 10 Greatwood Terrace 
or 72 High Street too. Thanks a million. 
And please, please buy some raffle tickets! Here’s the link: 
  
https://go.rallyup.com/thegreatbigwheelbarrowraffle/Campaign 
  
Just like last year, we’ve gone online, so you can purchase tickets from the comfort of your 
sofa. The draw will take place on Sunday 18th July at 6pm.  
  
Amazon Smile for utterly painless fundraising! 

 
There's a new way of supporting The Topsham School! Amazon Smile 😁. Whenever you 

buy something from Amazon you can donate a small amount without any extra cost for 
you. So use it and spread the word about it to your family and friends. If you have the 

Amazon app on your phone: open the app and find ’Settings’ in the main menu (☰). Tap 

on ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the on-screen instructions to turn on AmazonSmile on your 
phone. Then look for Friends Of The Topsham School; if you use a PC/laptop 
use https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1043458-0 (you can bookmark the link so it’s 
always easy to find). 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of all eligible purchases to your favourite charity when you shop. 
So please support "Friends Of The Topsham School" with every eligible AmazonSmile 
purchase from your phone or computer. Thank you! 
  
Next PTA meeting (and last one of the year): Tuesday 20th July, venue TBC 

https://go.rallyup.com/thegreatbigwheelbarrowraffle/Campaign
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1043458-0


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
 

Date Event 

Tuesday 20th July PTA Meeting – venue TBC 

Friday 23rd July Break up for Summer Holiday 
Finishing times as below: 

Years 5 and 6 2.15pm 

Years 1 and 2 2.20pm 

Years 3 and 4 2.25pm 

Big and Little Acorns 2.30pm 

Twiglets after school club 4.30pm 
 

Monday 6th September Non-Pupil Day 

Tuesday 7th September Children return to school after Summer 
Holiday 


