
 

 

Friday 18th March 2022 
 

This week I am writing to remind parents that they 
should not be parking outside of the school. The 
road directly outside the school and roads around 
the site have double yellow lines painted on them. 
The Highway Code rule 238 says: …..“Double 
yellow lines indicate a prohibition of waiting at 
any time even if there are no upright signs. 
You MUST NOT wait or park, or stop to set 
down and pick up passengers, on school 
entrance markings (see ‘Road markings’) when 
upright signs indicate a prohibition of 
stopping.” 

I know families that can, walk, scoot and cycle to school and this is the vast majority, even in the 
rain and so this is not something they need to consider. 

As you will be aware, the school is situated in the heart of a residential area and many of the 
residents are elderly. The school has recently received communication from local residents in 
regard to this matter and due to this, I am again politely requesting that the few parents/carers who 
need to drive to school to drop off and pick up their children, find a safe place to park to ensure 
their children get to school safely, while respecting those that live in the school’s location. I know 
this may be difficult but being part of The Topsham School means we are all part of the Topsham 
Community and I know parents/carers will respect this request.  

I have also been asked to remind our families that the green spaces around the outside of the 
school site are gardens belonging to the residents of either the houses or the flats. This includes 
the green area along the side of the flats directly outside of the school. Please can we all remind 
our children to stay on the pavements when walking to and from the school and respect these 
green spaces.  

Finally, I have been asked by teaching staff to remind parents/carers that children should not be 
playing on the climbing frames on the KS1 playground while waiting to come into school in the 
morning. Children need to be waiting with their parents/carers and entering the school as soon as 
the doors are open.  

I know we all want to do all we can to keep our children safe.  

Thank you for your understanding and ongoing support. Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Mrs Pipe 
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Sadly, the war in the Ukraine continues and we know that 
this current conflict could be causing some children to feel 
anxious and unsettled. The school has been asked by the 
Local Authority to share the following resources to offer key 
and advice for parents, carers and school staff supporting 
children in understanding the current situation in the 
Ukraine.  
 
The British Psychological Society: 
https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/supporting-children-

manage-anxiety-over-war-conflict-and-crises 
 
The Mental Health Foundation:  
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news 
 
KQED: 
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/59143/war-crisis-tragedy-how-to-talk-with-kids-when-the-news-is-
scary 
 
Family Education: 
https://www.familyeducation.com/life/wars/talking-children-about-war-violence-world 
 
 

Other Useful Documents  

 

 How to talk about Ukraine with children – Save the Children 
How to talk about 

Ukraine
 

 

 

 How to talk to children about Russia invading Ukraine in an 
honest but reassuring way - Kasia Delgado  

 

How to talk to 
children about Russia invading Ukraine - The Indepedent.docx

 

 

 

 How to Talk to Kids about What is Happening in Ukraine        
- Alexia Dellner 

 

How to Talk to Kids 
about What is Happening in Ukraine.docx

 
 
 
We know that there are families who may be directly affected by this conflict. Please know our 
thoughts are with you.  
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Achievers: 
 

Big Acorns Charlie and Louis 
Year 1 Cleo and Zac 

Year 2 Caitlin and Daisy 
Year 3 Amelie and Pippa 
Year 4 Jacob and Diogo 

Year 5 Ben and Alma 

Year 6 Adrian and Elsie 

Learning Powers Information Sessions 
On Wednesday 30th March we would like to invite parents to an information session on our 
Learning Powers. In the session we will share with you, what they are, why we need them and 
how they help our children (and us) in learning and making progress. The session will include 
some hands on activities and will be supported by some of our children talking directly about how 
their learning powers are helping them. The session will take place in the hall and we will be 
running the session twice, once at 9.15am and again at 2.45pm.   
 

We hope to see you then 😊  

 
Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behaviour and we have numerous incentives to support this.  
The recipients of our weekly achiever awards are pictured below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Lunchtime Awards 
Last week’s Lunchtime Award winners 

are listed below: 
 

Year 1 Mohammed 
Year 2 Caitlin 
Year 3 Leo 

Year 4 Elowen 
Year 5 James  
Year 6 Millie 

 

House Points – Last week’s winning 
team was TOPAZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 3 and 4 Trip to The Box 
Mrs Daitz and Miss White would like to share how proud they are of their classes for their 
enthusiasm, curiosity and behaviour on their trip to The Box on Wednesday. We all had a fantastic 
day and thoroughly loved being able to go out on a trip again! 
 
The museum and gallery staff were really impressed with the children- they represented our 
school exceptionally well. 
 



 

 
Thank you to everyone for supporting our Comic Relief fundraising effort today. 
The children look absolutely fantastic in their superhero masks and red noses! 
We are pleased to announce that so far, we have raised £131.29 for Balloons, 
an Exeter based pre and post bereavement charity which works to support 
children who are facing a very difficult time in their lives. 

 
If your child has not yet submitted their favourite joke and they would like to be included in 
the Ultimate Topsham School Joke Book, please ensure they bring their joke slips in to school 
by Monday 21st March at the latest. 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

Safeguarding Leads and Contact Information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 

 

 Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and 

Headteacher. For any urgent safeguarding matters please 

email: safeguarding@topsham.devon.sch.uk. Please do not use this email for any other 

matters apart from safeguarding. 

 Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 

Safeguarding our children will always be a priority for everyone in the school.  All staff are 
trained in how to keep children safe and alongside this we have our safeguarding team. 
Anyone of our staff can be contacted in relation to Safeguarding. 

Level 3 trained staff are qualified to the same level as the Safeguarding Leads. In our school 
this includes our Admin Team, Miss Greygoose and Mrs Owens. Again, their details are on our 
website.  

Safeguarding is EVERYONE’S business and we will always do our very best to keep 
our children safe. 

 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 
 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety, please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can 
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PTA NEWS 
 
 

Wanted – Your pre-loved Uniform items 

We plan to run a pre-loved uniform sale before the Easter Holidays.  Please dig out any uniform 
items that your child no longer needs or fits in!  You can drop off donations to the PTA shed, they 
can be placed in a bag, but, hangers would be very much appreciated! 

Pancake Flip – Wow! 

We have now raised over £900 for the school to spend on developing the food technology area of 
the curriculum.  Thank you so much for your support and generosity. 

Your School Lottery 

Buy a ticket for your chance to win £250000 and a £500 bicycle voucher.  Plus, each week 
someone from our school community will win a small monetary prize.  76% of each ticket sold will 
raise funds for the PTA. 

Support The Topsham School when you play Your School Lottery - Your School Lottery 

 

Date Event 

w/b Monday 28th March Year 5 Bikeability 

Wednesday 30th March  Information sessions for parents about our 
Learning Powers 9.15am and 2.45pm 

Thursday 7th April  Children break up for Easter Holiday. 2.30pm 
finish. Twiglets finishes at 4.30pm 

Friday 8th April Non-Pupil Day 

Monday 25th April Return to school after Easter Holiday 

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday – School closed 

Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th May Year 4 Colehayes Residential 

w/b Monday 9th May  Year 6 SATs 

Friday 27th May Break up for Half-term. 3.30pm finish 

Monday 6th June Occasional Day – School Closed 

Tuesday 7th June Return to school after Half-term 

Tuesday 26th July  Children break up for Summer Holiday. 
2.30pm finish. Twiglets finishes at 4.30pm 

Wednesday 27th July Non-Pupil Day 

Thursday 28th July Occasional Day – School Closed 


