
                                 

Friday 13th March 2020 
 

COVID-19 Updates 
 

With the increase in cases of COVID-19 it is possible that at some point we will be asked to close 
the school by Public Health England. If Public Health advise, at any time, that there needs to be a 
school closure, this will be announced to parents via the website, Schoolcomms and Devon radio. 
Mrs Adesina will be able to access Schoolcomms and update the website as and when necessary, 
during any period of potential school closure. Mrs Edwards will keep the Facebook page up to date 
and emails will remain open to facilitate communication between parents and school. 
 
Teachers are planned and prepared to continue to offer some level of education via online 
platforms. Further information in relation to this, including guidance for parents on how to access 
this online provision will be sent out to parents in the near future. 
 
As you will know, at present the Government advice is for all schools to remain open. Please can I 
reassure parents that I am taking advice each morning in relation to any changes. My priority 
remains the safety of all our children. 
 
Handwashing 
The children have become extremely vigilant with hand washing as a preventative measure 
against the spread of Coronavirus. This has resulted in dry skin on the hands of adults and 
children alike. If children would like to bring hand cream to alleviate this, they are very welcome 
to do so. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
 

 

Early May Bank Holiday 
 

 
We would like to remind parents that the Early May Bank 

Holiday is on Friday 8th May this year and the school will be 
shut on this date. The date has been set by the Government 

to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 
 

Monday 4th May is not a Bank Holiday and the school will be 
open. All children are expected attend school on Monday 4th 

May and we will be unable to authorise absences for this date. 
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Achievers: 

 

Sienna, Max, Sophia, James, 
Oscar, Tobias, Anya, Finnley, 

Alfie, Ed and Sol. 

As you know, communication is very important in sustaining positive working relationships and 
with this in mind, I would like to remind all parents and carers of the procedures to follow if you 
have a query or concern in relation to your child. 
 

1. The first person to see if you have any query or concern regarding your child academically, 
socially or emotionally is always the class teacher. They are the person in school who 
knows and works with your child the most. Class teachers are always happy to meet with 
parents and, if necessary, will communicate via other means such as telephone or email if 
this is more convenient.  
 

2. If after seeing the class teacher, you still have questions or concerns that cannot be met by 
the class teacher, then please make an appointment to see the phase leader: 

         FSU/KS1: Mrs Whitehead 
         KS2: Miss White 
         SENDCO: Mrs Hartmann 
 

3. Any aspect for which you feel you need further support then please see the Deputy 
Headteacher, Miss White. 
 

4. If after seeing all these professionals you need further support, Miss White will refer you to 
meet with me. 

 
5. Finally, if it is an urgent matter of safeguarding, then please see me as the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. In my absence, please see Miss White who is the Deputy Safeguarding 
Lead. 

 
     Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Emma Pipe 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behaviour and we have numerous incentives to support this.  
The recipients of our weekly achiever awards are pictured below: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Winning Houses: 

 

Sapphire and Ruby 

 
Sports Stars: 

 

AJ, Livvie, Timothy and Johnny. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 1 and 2 trip to The Golden Hind 
On Thursday both year 1 and 2 went on a trip to Brixham to visit the Golden Hind ship. It was a 
fantastic day where the children learnt all about the famous Francis Drake. A huge thanks to all of 
the parent volunteers for helping to make the trip such a success.  
 

 
Book Fair and Reading Sponsorship 
We are delighted to announce that as result of the sponsored read and the sales from the book 
fair, the school will receive £1600 worth of books from Usborne. Thank you to Mrs de Winton for 
organising these events and thank you to all the children and parents for your generous support 
with our endeavour to fundraise for new books for our new school library. 
 
Many thanks also to Magenta Bespoke for the generous sponsorship of a set of books about 
mindfulness and mental health, for use within the school. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
Parents’ Evenings for children in Reception – Year 6 will take place on Tuesday 17th and Thursday 
19th March. Appointment slips, advising parents of the time of their appointment have been sent 
home with children. 
 



SATs meeting for Year 2 Parents 
On Friday 17th April at 8.45am - 9.15am, Mrs Whitehead will be 
holding a meeting to explain the Year 2 SAT's. This will be held in 
the Year 2 classroom and replace Stay and Read for that week. 
The meeting will include explaining what SATs are and how they 
are administered. There will also be an opportunity to ask 
questions. We recommend that all parents and carers attend where 
possible.  

  
From Timid to Tiger  
You may have heard from other parents that we run a programme 
called From Timid to Tiger. The 10 week programme provides parents 
with practical tools and skills to help them support their children approach 
life more confidently and manage the challenges of life’s ups and downs 
and deal with fears and worries.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more, we are giving you advance 
notice about our introductory coffee morning, which will run just after the 
Easter holiday on Wednesday 22nd April between 9.10-10.00am.  Christine 
Phillips (Wellbeing Champion) and Nasim Hartmann (SENDCo) will be there to explain more.  
 
If you have already been to a Coffee Morning, but were not able to attend a previous course, 
and would like to this time and cannot attend the Coffee Morning on that day, please drop a note 
into the school office with your name, your child’s names and whether you would prefer either a 
Monday or Tuesday afternoon.   
  

 
 

 
 

                      
                      SAFEGUARDING 
 

Gates 
It appears that we are over the teething problems that the gate company were experiencing.  
 
As you may be aware, we have recently had work undertaken on our pedestrian and vehicle 
access gates. The gates are now up and running and we would like to remind parents that, even if 
the office is closed, you should use the pedestrian gate. Please do not use the vehicle gates.  
 
Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

               PTA NEWS 

Spring Nature Day – THIS Saturday 14th March, 10am-2pm 
The weather forecast looks dry and we’re all set for this weekend’s Spring 
Nature Day and grounds tidying. Come along and give nature a helping hand to make the 
playground a great place for our children to play and learn. We’ll be tidying, weeding and pruning, 
and generally sprucing the place up. There will be all sorts of spring-inspired entertainment for 
children - face painting by Sonia, music by Poko Drom, crafts, planting and den building - while 
the grown ups get the gardening done. No experience required at all, but bring your gardening 
tools if you got them. Amazing Aldi and lovely Shauls have supplied some fantastic food for us, 
and the teas, coffees and squash will flow like a river in spring! And it’s freeeee! See you there! 
  
Great Big Silent Auction 2020 – now til 20th March 
We have over 50 exciting lots on offer in this year’s silent auction, ranging from money-(usually)-
can’t-buy experiences offered by parents, to amazing visits, services and goodies from local 
attractions, eateries and shops. Take a look at www.thegreatbigsilentauction.com to browse all 
the current lots. More are being added all the time! You will be able to place a paper bid at school 
in person from Monday morning and all next week at drop off and pick up, or in the last-minute 
bidding frenzy at this year’s quiz night, but only if you buy a ticket... 
 
Quiz Night – 20th March 
Tickets are now on sale for the most popular event in the PTA calendar. 
Email TopshamPTA@outlook.com to book yours at the advance price of £6 each. We will also be 
selling tickets outside school from next Monday. Tables of a maximum of eight, and if you don’t 
have a full eight, we can group you with other geniuses on the night. This year’s theme is facial 
fluff – grow your own, stick it on or draw some on your face (in permanent marker pen if you 
really mean it). Huge thanks to Urpad Online (aka Ian and Charlie Clark) for donating a fabulous 
hamper for this year’s prize! 
 
The Next Cake Sale... 
... is Acorns on Friday 20th March. 
 
The Next PTA Meeting... 
... is on Tuesday 24th March at 8pm at The Globe. 
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ABSENCE PROCEDURES 
 
 

Children’s regular attendance at school is essential to ensure that 
they maximise their learning opportunities to achieve their full 
potential. We would like to take the opportunity to remind parents 
about absence procedures: 
 

 
Illness 
If your child is unwell, please leave a message on the absence line before 8.50 am on the first day 
of absence. Please remember to explain the symptoms that your child is presenting rather than 
just saying that they are unwell. This enables us to track any patterns in illness across the school 
and some illnesses i.e. Scarlet Fever need to be reported to Public Health. Remembering to phone 
in to report absences is extremely important. This enables us to safeguard children, as we have to 
assume that any child who has not turned up for school or to an afterschool club is missing until 
we have heard from their parents. When children are absent from school for 5 consecutive days, 
the Educational Welfare Officer requires us to ask parents to provide some form of medical 
evidence in order to authorise the absence as illness. We are not looking for doctor’s notes – they 
cost money and take up GP’s time. 
 
Suitable evidence could include:  

 Doctors appointment card stamped and signed by receptionist to confirm appointment kept  

 Prescribed medication 

 Walk in centre slip 

 Call log/consultation text printed by receptionist 

 Some parents have online access to patient records – from here you can print past, current, 
future appointments and/or a patient summary record.  
 
 

Appointments 
If your child is going to be absent from school for a medical or dental appointment, please bring a 
copy of the hospital letter, appointment card, prescription label or text confirming the appointment 
to the school office. This can also be emailed to admin@topsham.devon.sch.uk   
Please do not request a letter from your doctor, an appointment card with the time and date can 
obtained from receptionists. This will enable us to authorise your child's absence as a medical 
appointment. 
 
 
Other absences 
For any other planned absence, please use the S2 Absence Request form which can be obtained 
from the rack in the foyer or downloaded from the school website. As you are no doubt aware, 
holidays in term time are strongly discouraged and the school will continue to follow Government 

guidelines which do not allow for authorisation of holidays in term time.  
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Key Dates  

Saturday 14th March PTA Spring Nature Day 

w/b 16th March Last week for staff led clubs 

Tuesday 17th March Parents’ Evenings 

Thursday 19th March Year 2 and Year 5 Fire Safety Workshops  

Thursday 19th March Parents’ Evenings 

Friday 20th March Year 5 and 6 Trip to Eden Project 

Friday 20th March Acorns Cake Sale 

Friday 20th March PTA Quiz Night 

Tuesday 24th March PTA Meeting 8pm at The Globe 

   Wednesday 25th – Friday 27th March Year 4 Heatree Residential  

Friday 27th March  Break up for Easter (2.30pm finish) 

Wednesday 15th April Return to school after Easter Holidays 

Friday 17th April Meeting for Year 2 parents about SATs 8.45 – 9.15am 

Wednesday 22nd April Timid to Tiger Introductory Coffee Morning 9.10 – 
10.00am 

Throughout May KS1 SATs to be administered 

Friday 8th May Early May Bank Holiday (school closed) 

w/b 11th May KS2 SATs week  

Monday 11th May KS2 English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test 
 Papers 1 and 2 

Tuesday 12th May KS2 English Reading Test 

Wednesday 13th May KS2 Maths Test Papers 1 and 2 

Thursday 14th May KS2 Maths Test Paper 3 

Friday 22nd May Break up for half-term (3.30pm finish) 

Monday 1st June Return to school after half-term 

w/b 8th June Year 1 Phonics Screening week 

Wednesday 10th June Tempest Class Group Photos 

Monday 13th – Friday 17th July Year 6 Dartmoor Residential (Pixie’s Holt) 

Wednesday 22nd July Break up for Summer Holiday (2.30pm finish) 

Thursday 23rd July Non-Pupil Day 


