
 

                                 
 

 
Friday 26th February 2021 

 
 

 
I hope you all had a lovely half term.  

 
As we start this half term, change is 
indeed coming.  
 

The weather seems incredibly 
changeable from biting winds to a 
sudden beautiful spring day; I will not 
be sad to wave goodbye to winter.  
 

More importantly, education is changing again. Remote learning will continue for one more 
week and then…..on 8th March……we welcome back all our children. It will be so lovely to see 
them all back in school.  
 

Our children have been incredible. Some of our children have been with us in school every 
day. These children have shown such resilience as they enter our building while their parents 
go to work in front line jobs. Some children have spent time in school and some time at home 
and have had to show real flexibility as they move from learning in school to learning remotely. 
And some of our children have had to show perseverance as they have worked totally 
remotely.  
 

Each one of them will have experienced this time in a completely unique way, just as we as 
adults have. Each one will have experienced times of joy, happiness, wonder, frustration, 
anger, fear, sadness, loneliness, hope, pleasure; all the emotions that we as adults will have 
experienced. The difference is, is they have experienced all these things with a limited life 
experience due to their age. 3 is so young and so is 11. I want to say that we are all incredibly 
proud of each one of our children.  
 

I know you will all be incredibly proud of your children and how each one of them have 
managed this time. I know too that returning to school in a week’s time will bring all sorts of 
emotions for both you as parents and for your children. Please know that we will do all we can 
to ensure your children feel welcome, safe, and secure when they return on the 8th. We are so 
looking forward to seeing them all again and being all together.  
 

I hope you have a good weekend- let’s hope spring keeps breaking through. 
 

Take care 
 

Mrs Pipe 
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Celebrating World Book Day at home 
This year’s World Book Day theme is ‘share a 
story’. We would like to encourage children to 
share a story with the people they live with. 
These could include getting grandparents or 
other family members to read stories over 
video chat; setting aside a family reading 
time when everyone at home all read their 
own books or magazines; building a cosy 
reading den with cushions in a corner, or a 
sheet draped over chairs to make a tent; 
read a story or chapter and then act it out 
together. 
National Literacy Trust 
 

 
 
 

 

SAFEGUARDING 

 

Safeguarding Leads and contact information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 
 

 Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and Headteacher: 

epipe@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

 Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can.”  
Devon Children and Families Partnersh 

 
 

 
 
 
School Library Books 
Please can we remind everyone that when the children return to school they 
need to bring back any school library books they may have at home. Thank 
you. 
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Little Acorns 
This week the Little Acorns have been busy both inside the classroom and in our outdoor area. We 
have been looking at the different seasons, with a particular focus on spring. We have used our 
senses to discuss the different features of this season and have shared ideas of what we can see, 
feel, hear and smell. In Maths, we have delved deeper into the number system, learning not only 
how to sequence numbers, but what each number actually means. We have been working hard to 
represent each number, using both our fingers and concrete resources. The Little Acorns have 
been really engaged in their mark making this week, using a variety of resources such as; paint, 
oil pastels, salt and gloop (cornflour and water). Keep up the great work Little Acorns, and thank 
you for another wonderful week in the FSU.  
 
 

Big Acorns 
What a busy first week of the half term you have all had. It has been wonderful to see how well 
you have followed all of the instructions for both your home learning and activities in class this 
week. You have used your writing very well to describe all the things you saw and heard as you 
explored the seasons, your class book is going to be brilliant. Well done for also creating your own 
number tracks and number lines, it is amazing how you are already using these to help you as you 
explain to us why you know things. A fantastic start to the half term Big Acorns! 
 
 

Year 1 
Year 1 have come back from half term refreshed and ready to learn. We're all starting to get really 
excited about Boris telling us we can all be together again soon!  
 
This week the children have been writing some super recounts using adjectives to add detail and 
description! In maths, we've explored linked calculations and used a number line to help us solve 
problems.  
 
We've enjoyed talking about activities which are safe for us to do in real life and online. Year 1 are 
getting really good at understanding how to keep themselves safe, what a great skill! Well done 
everyone.  
 
 

Year 2 
Having had a week to relax and refresh, this week you have hit the ground running! You have 
immediately jumped straight into back into your writing by trying to convince me which is the best 
biscuit! Including persuasive vocabulary, creative adjectives and subordinate conjunction. My 
opinion of the best biscuit has certainly changed....! In maths you have been exploring 
commutative calculations and known facts. This will come in handy next week. Yet another 
brilliant week of learning Year 2, where you have been applying your learning powers. Keep it up! 



 

Year 3 
Refreshed after our half term break, Year 3 have been very busy this week. We have made a 
great start demonstrating our understanding of time with Mr Barlow's help in Maths.  For our 
Literacy this week we have met two horrible aunts, looking in detail at Roald Dahl's fabulous 
description of Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker in James and The Giant Peach.  We are going to 
magpie lots of ideas so that next week we can write our own fantastic character descriptions!  
Well done Year 3 for a brilliant first week back! 

 
 

Year 4 
Well done Year 4 for another fantastic week! We have focused on explaining and finding the 
evidence this week and we have been really impressed with how much you have tried to stretch 
yourselves with this skill. We are looking forward to you all continuing to practice this further next 
week. 
 
 

Year 5 
I have been really impressed with how you have all started another week of Home Leaning after 
the half term break. I can see that you are using some of the learning powers to help with your 
work, especially perseverance. I am also really pleased to see the engagement and that even 
though some of you have found the work challenging, you have worked hard to overcome this, 
and have bounced back. I have seen this in our live sessions and your contributions and ideas 
have been brilliant. Thank you for all your effort and determination Year 5. I am really proud of 

you all.😊 

 
 

Year 6 
This week, I have been so impressed with the engagement that you have shown in your live 
sessions. You have shown fantastic curiosity and questioning, which has helped you to make 
progress in your tricky fractions learning. It has been brilliant to see you responding to feedback 
and adapting your work. Often, I have been able to see clearly from your work that you are 
persevering with your learning, even when you are finding it hard - this is really important in 
helping us to make progress. You should all be so proud of yourselves, Year 6. I know that I am 
definitely very proud of each and every one of you. Keep working hard, only one more week and 
we will be able to be back in the classroom, sharing our learning together.  

 
 

 

 

Date Event 

Thursday 1st April Break up for Easter Holiday 

Monday 19th April Return to school after Easter Holiday 

Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday – School Closed 

Friday 28th May Break up for half-term 

Monday 7th June Return to school after half-term 

Friday 23rd July Break up for Summer Holiday 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


