
 

 

Friday 11th February 2022 
 

 
 

Our names are really important aren’t they? They mean a great deal to each one of us and 
form part of our identity; maybe they are the most important part of our identity?  

I have been spending some time with some children talking about names. Some said how 
much they loved their name because it was really unusual; they were proud that they were the 
only one in school with their name.  

Some said they loved their name because it showed their cultural roots, and they were proud 
that others would know their family was from somewhere other than the UK; they liked the fact 
that their name celebrated their diversity. 

Some said they liked their name because they had been named after others in their family, 
such as grandparents and they were proud of the connection this gave them to their own 
personal history.  

We spoke about how sometimes our names get shortened by our families, those who love us, 
and the fact we like this as it shows how much we are loved. We also spoke about how 
sometimes our siblings change our names slightly because they know it will irritate us! Siblings 

do this; I know I did to my sister Cathy….sorry Kate and I know she did it to me 😊 

Our name is so special and so precious. We all said that at school the only name we expect 
anyone to use towards us is our own given name. That’s it. That is one of the key signs of 
Trust and Respect.  

There are all sorts of stories and meanings behind the names that we have. I was, apparently 
named after Emma Peel, from the Avengers; that shows my age.  I don’t mind that; I like my 
name.  

Have a wonderful week and maybe spend some time talking about your names in your family 
and the stories behind them.  
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Achievers 5/2/22: 
 

Big Acorns Frank and Matilda 
Year 1 Ivy and Harvey 
Year 2 Laurie and Maja 

Year 3 Sophia and George 
Year 4 Whole Class 

Year 5 Sienna and Reece 

Year 6 Ella and Caitlin 

 

Achievers 28/1/22: 
 

Big Acorns Cedric and Poppy 
Year 1 Aziz and Octavia 
Year 2 Erin and James 

Year 3 Florence and Oscar 
Year 4 Elsie and Aaron 

Year 5 Emmanuel and James 
Year 6 Whole of Year 6 for Success and 

Motivation 

Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behaviour and we have numerous incentives 
to support this.  Some of the recipients of our weekly achiever awards from 
the last two weeks are listed below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

E Safety 
This week has been E-Safety week and the children across the school have been talking about 
how to stay safe online. The school has invested in Natterhub to support us in ensuring we 
help our children enjoy being online and know what to do if they see or hear something that 
causes them to feel uncomfortable or unsafe. For more information please have a look at their 
site: https://natterhub.com/ 
 
Common Sense Media is a really informative site for parents. There is tab labelled: Parents 
need to know which provides information on different apps and different games to support 
parents understand what their child may be accessing, including age restrictions for various 
games and apps. Do have a look  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

Here is a quick reminder of the age restrictions on some of the most popular apps. As you will 
recommendations start from 13.  

 

https://natterhub.com/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


 

The internet and social media are wonderful ways to not only find information but also to 
connect and stay connected with people; during the last couple of years, this way of 
communicating has been something many of us have come to rely on. We want our children to 
know how to stay safe while enjoying everything that the online world can bring. 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

Safeguarding Leads and Contact Information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 

 

 Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and 

Headteacher. For any urgent safeguarding matters please 

email: safeguarding@topsham.devon.sch.uk. Please do not use this email for any other 

matters apart from safeguarding. 

 Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 

Safeguarding our children will always be a priority for everyone in the school.  All staff are 
trained in how to keep children safe and alongside this we have our safeguarding team. 
Anyone of our staff can be contacted in relation to Safeguarding. 

Level 3 trained staff are qualified to the same level as the Safeguarding Leads. In our school 
this includes our Admin Team, Miss Greygoose and Mrs Owens. Again, their details are on our 
website.  

Safeguarding is EVERYONE’S business and we will always do our very best to keep 
our children safe. 

 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 
 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety, please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can. 
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PTA NEWS 

 
Year 3 Bake Sale - TODAY! 
Treat yourself to some yummy cakes and biscuits afterschool today - don't forget your tupperware 
to take home a stash of goodies for the family. 
 
 
World Book Day Costume Sale 
On Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th February, we will be running a pre-world book day 
costume.  Thank you so much for all of the wonderful items you have donated so far, please keep 
the books and fancy dress items coming in (hand in to your class teacher). We will be holding our 
book sale after half term. 
 
 
Sponsored Pancake Flip 
Thanks to the generosity of 2 local businesses, we have organised a flipping fantastic sponsored 
event for Pancake Day (Tuesday 1st March).  We would like to help the school to raise enough 
money to update their food technology equipment. More information and sponsorship forms will 
be sent home next week - so please check those book bags! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS* 

*Please be aware that clicking on links/following web addresses in this section may take you to sites that 
require payment for the activities advertised. The Topsham School does not endorse any products or 
events in this section.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you ever feel you are about to explode? 
That your child might too? 

We can help turn tantrums into calm connections 
 
Presented by Advisory Teacher, Linda Willmott and Family Worker, Jeff Cornish from the 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Team 
 
A free, informal workshop for parents and carers of Devon Primary School age children 
 
This event will be held virtually on Tuesday 22nd March 2022 at 10am - 11.30am 
 
There are times when we all feel overwhelmed with our emotions.  Children feel like this too.  
In this workshop, we will explore why your child behaves in the way that they do; how you can 
respond to help them calm and how to re-connect to strengthen your relationship with them.  
We will also offer some specific de-stressing techniques that both you and your child can start 
using straight away. 
  
We are joined by a parent who will share his own experiences of family life and the 
transformational impact it had on his family when he changed his approach as a parent. 
 
Come and join us to find out how you can help build a healthier relationship with your child and 
develop a sense of inner calm. 
  

 

To book your free place, please email Sue  Vanstone 
  sue.vanstone@babcockinternational.com 
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Date Event 

Friday 11th February Year 3 Bake Sale 

Wednesday 16th February PTA World Book Day Costume Sale 

Thursday 17th February PTA World Book Day Costume Sale 

Thursday 17th February Children break up for Half-term. 3.30pm finish 

Friday 18th February  Non-Pupil Day 

Monday 28th February Return to school after Half-term 

w/b Monday 28th February  Y3/4 Bikeability Starts 

w/b Monday 28th February Big Acorns and Y1 Balance Bikeability starts 

Tuesday 1st March Sponsored Pancake Flip 

Thursday 3rd March  World Book Day 

Tuesday 8th March PTA Meeting 

Thursday 7th April  Children break up for Easter Holiday. 2.30pm 
finish. Twiglets finishes at 4.30pm 

Friday 8th April Non-Pupil Day 

Monday 25th April Return to school after Easter Holiday 

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday – School closed 

Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th May Year 4 Colehayes Residential 

Friday 27th May Break up for Half-term. 3.30pm finish 

Monday 6th June Occasional Day – School Closed 

Tuesday 7th June Return to school after Half-term 

Tuesday 26th July  Children break up for Summer Holiday. 
2.30pm finish. Twiglets finishes at 4.30pm 

Wednesday 27th July Non-Pupil Day 

Thursday 28th July Occasional Day – School Closed 


