
 

                                 
 

Thursday 11th February 2021 
 
We have made it to half term and we all deserve a 
moment to stop. 
 
I hope this week, all of our parents and all of our children 
have time to stop and not think about work or home 
schooling. I hope everyone finds some space this week to 
do something they enjoy, whether this be with someone 
else or whether this be on their own. Whether it be for just 

an hour or a whole day. Please make sure you do all stop. 
 
Thank you all for your ongoing hard work during the last six weeks. We have no confirmation yet 
as to what may happen next half term; we will need to wait for the Government announcement 
on 22nd February. Let’s see what they say then. My hope is that they will start to reopen schools 
from the 8th March; we all need it, especially our children.  
 
I want to say a big thank you to the PTA, so well led by Jane Trollope, who have continued to 
support the school and me during this half term. They are an incredible group of parents, totally 
committed to doing all they can to support our children in any way they can.  The money they 
have raised for new iPads is ensuring the children in school are able to access the remote learning 
(especially in KS1) and we have been providing tech to those that require it.  
 
I would like to say a HUGE thank you to all my staff. They have 
worked tirelessly in school teaching face to face and striving to 
provide quality remote learning. The amount of progress they have 
made in this area over these past few weeks has been phenomenal 
and I am immensely proud of my team.  
 
Have a well-earned rest, the days are drawing out………..surely 
spring is just around the corner? 
 
Something that made me smile: 
As I walked through the school last week, I saw that the children in FSU were watching my 
assembly. I decided to pop in and see them. The look of complete surprise and astonishment was 
wonderful to see and then, one Little Acorn stood up and walked over to me and hugged my leg: 
“You are the real Mrs Pipe, she (pointing to my image on the screen), she is…………… the pretend 
one!”  I couldn’t help but laugh and agree.  
 
I was also made aware of a comment on Google Classroom where a note had been made that 
they had watched Miss Pips assembly. Between the pretend me, the real me, and Miss Pips I think 

I have everything covered 😊 
 

Half a good half term.  
 
Mrs Pipe 
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Half-term and Non-Pupil Days 
We would like to remind parents that we break 
up for half-term today, Thursday 11th February. 
The school will be closed to ALL pupils for half 
term including Friday 12th February and Monday 
22nd February.  
 
If you are a keyworker and you require 
childcare over the half-term break, SportyStars 
are running a holiday camp for the children of 
key workers. See below for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

SportyStars Holiday Camp for the 
children of Key Workers 
 

 
SportyStars will be running a Holiday Camp at Topsham School, as a source of childcare for key 
workers during February Half Term and the two non-pupil days; Friday 12th and Monday 22nd. 
They will providing a multi activity camp for children aged 4 - 12. Activities will include a range of 
sports, arts & crafts, shelter building, nerf wars, zorbing, science experiments, bouncy castles, 
lego building, movies and more.  
 
Each day will start at 8:15am and finish at 5:15pm, SportyStars have extended their hours to fit 
around a working day for parents. If you would like to drop off later and pick up early within this 
time frame, this is not a problem and we ask you just let them know in advance.  
 
SportyStars will be adhering to strict Covid-19 protocols similar to the School setting. Children will 
have a temperature check on registration, be placed into group bubbles if numbers require, all 
equipment is cleaned between each use and hand washing and sanitiser will be regularly 
monitored. They have more information of their further changes on the website. If the camp is 
unable to go ahead due to Covid-19 restrictions made by the government, a full refund will be 
issued immediately.  They also hold the right to cancel the camp if there are less than 15 
attendees, again a refund will be given. This said, the SportyStars camps have been extremely 
popular and we ask parents who require this services to book promptly to gain a space and help 
with forward planning / organisation.  
 
The cost is £35 per day or a reduced rate of £150 for all 5 days during half term. 
Bookings and more info about the camp can be found 
here: https://www.sportystars.co.uk/topsham/ 
 
Or, please feel free to get in touch with Danny directly on danny@sportystars.co.uk or 
07514938066. 
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SAFEGUARDING 

 

Safeguarding Leads and contact information 
Members of staff who are safeguarding leads are as follows: 
 

 Mrs Emma Pipe: Designated Safeguarding Lead and Headteacher: 

epipe@topsham.devon.sch.uk 

 Miss Maria White: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Deputy Headteacher and Online Safety Leader 

mwhite@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 Mrs Hartmann: Deputy Safeguarding Lead, SENDCO and Early Help Leader 

     nhartmann@topsham.devon.sch.uk 
 

If any parent has a safeguarding concern or query about ANY child within our community, please 
email for advice.  
 

 

IF ANY ADULT FEELS A CHILD OR ADULT MAY BE IN IMMEDIATE DANGER YOU MUST 
CALL MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) OR 999 

 

“If you are worried about a child or young person in Devon and want to speak to someone, or if 
you are a child or young person worried about your own safety please contact the MASH on  

0345 155 1071 or email mashsecure@devon.gov.uk and give as much information as you can.”  
Devon Children and Families Partnership 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Risk Assessment for Remote Learning 
Our risk assessment for remote learning is now available 
to view or download from the Remote Learning page of 
our school website. 
http://www.topsham.devon.sch.uk/remote-learning.html 

 
 
 

Reports 
A separate letter has been sent to all parents today regarding reports. Mid-Year Reports are being 
finalised and will be sent out, electronically, on Friday 19th March. Please see the letter for more 
information.  
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Little Acorns 
Despite it being rather chilly this week, we have still managed to wrap up warm and get outside. 
On Monday, we even saw some snow - which was REALLY exciting! In phonics, we have been 
learning the phoneme 'i' and have been thinking about different words that start with this sound. 
In maths, the children have been making links to last week's learning, to explore 'the fiveness' of 
the number 5. In Literacy, our space topic is now coming to an end. We have had many rich 
discussions about space this week and have confidently shared our ideas, and listened to those of 
others. It has been a rather busy week (and half-term!) and the children are certainly in need of a 

well-deserved rest.  Thank you for a fantastic half-term Little Acorns 🙂 

 
 

Big Acorns 
Another very good week for our Big Acorns both learning in school and at home. We have been 
spending lots of time both talking about our maths and finding ways to represent our 
understanding. It is lovely to see our Acorns gaining lots of confidence as they talk about their 
learning and what they know. Janet the Astronaut, who visited school before Christmas, also got 
in touch with us again this week. We wrote some fantastic lists for the things we would pack in 
our space rucksack and thought of some brilliant questions we would ask an astronaut including, 
"Do you sleep in a bed?" and "When you pop a balloon in space, does it make a noise or not?" 
What do you think the answers would be? 
Big Acorns, you have amazed us with all of your learning this half term. A huge well done to you 
all for the effort you have put in and enjoy your half term holiday. 
 
 

Year 1 
This week Year 1 have been practising being independent. On Monday, we all completed a maths 
quiz without any help from an adult! We know that this can feel challenging sometimes but that 
it's important to have a go and try our best.  
 
We now know a lot about how to keep ourselves safe online and have been working on some 
super posters to show others how to stay safe too.  
 
Well done Year 1 for the many ways that you are showing your learning powers. You've worked 
incredibly hard this half term and deserve a well-earned rest over half term. 
 
 
 



 

 

Year 2 
Super Statistics has been the focus this week for Year 2. This has included tallying, pictographs 
and bar charts about wild and wacky things...from fruit, to cars, to birds to recycling! In addition, 
we have all been learning about how to stay safe online. There have been some truly valuable 
conversations taking place this week and I know the posters Year 2 are producing are going to be 
both vibrant and informative. Year 2 you have worked tremendously hard this half term. I know it 
has not always been easy, but you have applied ALL of your learning powers and climbed out of 
the pit on many occasions. You should be very proud of yourselves - enjoy a very well-deserved 
half term! 

 
 
Year 3 
This week, Year 3 have taken the role as 'More Knowledgeable Other' to help Mrs Pipe find a 
healthy balance with screen time.  Her mailbag is now bursting with letters full of their expert 
advice! We've also had some really purposeful discussions in our Class Meets and guided groups 
about Internet Safety. We've reflected on the great progress we are making with our times tables 
and our only disappointment this week was that it hardly snowed!  Well done Year 3, you should 
be very proud of how resilient you've been and how much we have achieved this half term! 
 
 

Year 4 
Well done to everyone in the Year 4 community- every member of the class: children, parents, 
and staff of the in-school provision have achieved an incredible amount this half term. 
We have really seen the children shine through this difficult time and, although there have been 
some tough times, we can see how much the children have grown as learners. 
You should all be very proud. Well done Year 4! 

 
 
Year 5 
We have reached half term Year 5, and you have continued to really impress me with your effort 
and determination with Home Learning. 
I have really enjoyed our live sessions this week, where we have spent time discussing internet 
safety. You have all made some thoughtful contributions and given each other lots of good ideas 
to help you with your letter writing.  
Have a well-deserved rest during half term, lots of fresh air and hopefully some sunshine. I look 
forward to seeing you after half term. 
 
 

Year 6 
Once again, I have been so impressed with the engagement and positivity that you have shown 
towards your learning this week. You have participated brilliantly during our discussions about 
being safe online and the importance of monitoring our screen time - this has really helped you to 
produce some fantastic work. A huge well done to you, Year 6! Enjoy your well-deserved rest over 
half term.  
 

 



 

 
 

A message from Fresha…  

Fresha is the school’s lunch provider. They focus on maximising the nutrition within school 
lunches. They have provided some ideas of how you could boost your child’s healthy eating at 
breakfast and dinner too. 

Fabulous Fibre 

It’s recommended that Primary school children consume an extra 5g of fibre every day 
(bda.uk.com). Research shows that adults are only consuming 60% of the fibre they should be. 
So why is fibre so important? 

· Fibre slows sugar absorption and gets your intestines working faster. Both will help prevent 
over-eating and your child’s chance of facing diabetes and heart disease in the future. 

· Fibre gives your child a scrub where even you can’t reach! The roughage cleans their insides, 
reducing their risk of colon cancer. 

· Fibre keeps their bowels regular, avoiding the problems associated with constipation. 

Here’s our Top-Ten for a quick fix: 

1. Look for cereals showing at least 5g of fibre per serving, whilst avoiding the sugar-laden ones. 
You’ll find a helpful guide here. Wholewheat biscuits offer the timeless appeal of watching the milk 
absorb and are usually cheaper. Children can ‘decorate’ their breakfast with a wide range of 
things, such as honey, dried apricots, sultanas, fresh berries etc. 

2. Switch to wholemeal pasta (or go 50/50 with plain). Most children don’t even notice when 
mixed with a sauce. Grating veggies into the sauce, such as carrots, quickly boosts fibre content 
further. 

3. Add mashed beans, kidney beans and chickpeas into Bolognese, casseroles and falafels. 
Falafels are fun and cheap to make together, and highly fibrous. Make the usual balls or turn into 
burgers! Perhaps adding some diced celery and carrot for an extra gold star. 

4. Celery not only has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties, but a single cupful packs in 
5g of fibre. Turn celery into longboats carrying a cargo of cream cheese or hummus, or make a 
colourful Jenga stack using carrots and cucumber served with a side dip. Making it a starter when 
they’re hungry for a meal can help. 

5. Be savvy with your choice of bread. Look for at least 3grams of fibre per serving. 

6. Are your kids only used to white rice? Start mixing in brown rice – it contains the husks which is 
where you find the fibre. 

7. Sprinkle nuts and seeds into salads, wraps and stir-fries. You may find buying online and in 
bulk (store in airtight containers or split with a friend) reduces the cost. 

 



 

 

8. Eating fruit is healthier than drinking juice because the fibre remains, especially if you keep the 
skin on. Let your children make a fruit tower on a kebab stick; delicious 

9. Make a pot of nuts feel more special by mixing in some chocolate drops. 

10. Popcorn is a great fibre-based treat. 

If you would like your child to try Fresha lunch then please do book using the schools online 
booking service. Bookings must be made online by 8.15am on the day. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Event 

Thursday 11th February Break up for half-term 

Friday 12th February Non-pupil Day 

Monday 22nd February Occasional Day  

Tuesday 23rd February  Start of second half of Spring Term 

Thursday 1st April Break up for Easter Holiday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


