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This week I have spent time in our Foundation Stage Unit focusing on what maths is 
happening; and what a lot of maths there was.  

 I was invited to join some Little Acorns who were investigating which spinning top could 

spin for the longest time. An adult had started the activity, but these children had become 

so immersed that they had continued with this challenge on their own. Their investigation 

took the form of spinning one of the tops and counting in a rhythmic way until the top 

stopped and then recording the number on a white board.  They were very excited for me 

to have a turn and showed such wonderful skills and co-operation. 

 Another group had built a ramp and were exploring how quickly different shapes and 

models they had built moved down the ramp. One child had built a flat-bottomed Lego 

model which moved very slowly down the ramp. The Teaching Assistant asked the 

question, 

“What could you do to make your model move more quickly down the ramp?” The child 
pushed it with more force. The adult agreed that more force could help but did they know 
anything about shapes that could help them. There was a pause and then another child 
said, “This cylinder, look it rolls, it’s curved”. They demonstrated this on the ramp. The 
adult then prompted again, “Is there anything that could be used to make the Lego model 
move?” Again, there was a pause and then suddenly lots of chatter about wheels and how 
these could be added as they are curved and roll. They went on to add wheels to the Lego 
model and sure enough it sped down the ramp. 

 Laughter was heard as a group built a tower using the Duplo that was taller than they 

were! 

So much maths and so much talk, it was great to see.  
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As you know, communication is very important in sustaining positive working relationships and 
with this in mind, I would like to remind all parents and carers of the procedures to follow if you 
have a query or concern in relation to your child. 
 

1. The first person to see if you have any query or concern regarding your child academically, 
socially or emotionally is always the class teacher. They are the person in school who 
knows and works with your child the most. Class teachers are always happy to meet with 
parents and, if necessary, will communicate via other means such as telephone or email if 
this is more convenient.  
 

2. If after seeing the class teacher, you still have questions or concerns that cannot be met by 
the class teacher, then please make an appointment to see the phase leader: 

         FSU/KS1: Mrs Whitehead 
         KS2: Miss White 
         SENDCO: Mrs Hartmann 
 

3. Any aspect for which you feel you need further support then please see the Deputy 
Headteacher, Miss White. 
 

4. If after seeing all these professionals you need further support, Miss White will refer you to 
meet with me. 

 
5. Finally, if it is an urgent matter of safeguarding, then please see me as the Designated 

Safeguarding Lead. In my absence, please see Miss White who is the Deputy Safeguarding 
Lead. 

 
     Have a lovely weekend 
 

Emma Pipe 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Outside the School Gates 

We are aware that the outside to the school does 
not look as beautiful as we would like. This is 

not the fault of the school and is in the 
process of being dealt with. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 



 
Achievers: 

 
Aine, Harriet, Oscar, Carson, 

Yasmin, Frankie, Tilda, Timothy, 
Dylan, Ella, Aurelia, Emmanuel, 

Hettie and Ben. 

 
Sports Stars: 

Jack, Tilly, Kaycee and Amelia. 

Achievers 
As a school, we promote positive behaviour and we have numerous incentives to support this.  
The recipients of last week’s awards are pictured below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

School Choir 
KS2 School Choir is on a Thursday after school and at present there are only 8 children 
participating in this club. Due to numbers we have been unable to participate in Devon Performing 
Arts this term. If your child would like to be part of KS2 Choir, please sign up via Schoolcomms by 
Wednesday 29th January; Mrs Haysom would love to see more children singing together. Thank 
you. 
 
Parking outside the school 
Please can we ask parents to park considerately outside the school and not to park on the 
pavements. We have been contacted by a local resident who uses a wheelchair to ask if we can 
remind parents of the importace of ensuring pavments are accessible. Parking on the pavements 
also poses a saftey hazard for all members of our school community. 
 

 
A message from Twiglets After School Club…. 
 
It is with regret that the fee for Twiglets will increase from £6 to £7 per session. We haven’t 
increased the fees for a number of years and now, due to the increasing costs of running Twiglets, 
we have had to make this decision. The new fee will commence after February Half-Term. 
 

 



 

 

                       SAFEGUARDING 
 

Gates System 
We are in the process of upgrading the automated system that controls the car park and 
pedestrian gates at the entrance to the school. Both external gates now ring through to a 
separate handset and we hope that this will alleviate problems caused by the previous system 
which rang through to the main telephone and rendered office staff unable to open the gates 
when using the telephone. The new handset will also mean you are able to buzz through on the 
pedestrian gate at any time of the day (including afternoons when the office is closed) and should 
not need to come to the car park gate if arriving on foot. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
May we remind everyone that all children and parents arriving at school on bikes or scooters 
should dismount before entering the school gates. 

 

 
 
 

PTA NEWS 
 

 Year 4 Cake Sale 
Congratulations to year 4 who raised £86.95 at their cake sale last week! Proceeds for all the cake 
sales go towards buying new playground equipment and play time games for the school. Thank 
you to Mrs Wannell for co-ordinating and sourcing the new kit. 
  
Confirmed dates for this term’s events 
We are now delighted to confirm that the following events are now in the diary (so you can put 
them in yours, if you like): 
 

 School disco – 5th March. Look out for a letter soon with instructions about buying a 
ticket, and drop off and collection arrangements. 

 The Great Big Silent Auction 2020 – 24th February to 20th March. If you have any 
unwanted Christmas gifts that might make a lovely auction ‘lot’, or you could offer your 
services (gardening, ironing, babysitting etc), or you could lend a canoe, or offer a trip on a 
boat, or a weekend in your holiday let, or anything else that someone might be tempted to 
place a bid on, we would be hugely grateful to hear from you. Please get in touch 
at TopshamPTA@outlook.com. Thanks in advance! 

 Quiz Night (and end of the silent auction) – 20th March. Ticket information coming 
soon! 

 Spring Nature Day – Saturday 14th March. This event is a great way to directly help 
the school, if you can spare an hour or more that the weekend. Turn your hand to a bit of 
extreme gardening to tidy up the school grounds while your children enjoy some nature-
inspired activities or help with the clear up themselves. Everyone gets a lunch of soup or 
similar and plenty of cake! 

  
Don’t forget that you are welcome to add your name to the PTA email circulation list, free of 
charge and without obligation. You can keep an eye on what’s going on, and you might feel 
inspired to get stuck in (but if you don’t that’s fine too). 
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ABSENCE PROCEDURES 
 
 

Children’s regular attendance at school is essential to ensure that 
they maximise their learning opportunities to achieve their full 
potential. We would like to take the opportunity to remind parents 
about absence procedures: 
 

 
Illness 
If your child is unwell, please leave a message on the absence line before 8.50 am on the first day 
of absence. Please remember to explain the symptoms that your child is presenting rather than 
just saying that they are unwell. This enables us to track any patterns in illness across the school 
and some illnesses i.e. Scarlet Fever need to be reported to Public Health. Remembering to phone 
in to report absences is extremely important. This enables us to safeguard children, as we have to 
assume that any child who has not turned up for school or to an afterschool club is missing until 
we have heard from their parents. When children are absent from school for 5 consecutive days, 
the Educational Welfare Officer requires us to ask parents to provide some form of medical 
evidence in order to authorise the absence as illness. We are not looking for doctor’s notes – they 
cost money and take up GP’s time. 
 
Suitable evidence could include:  

 Doctors appointment card stamped and signed by receptionist to confirm appointment kept  

 Prescribed medication 

 Walk in centre slip 

 Call log/consultation text printed by receptionist 

 Some parents have online access to patient records – from here you can print past, current, 
future appointments and/or a patient summary record.  
 
 

Appointments 
If your child is going to be absent from school for a medical or dental appointment, please bring a 
copy of the hospital letter, appointment card, prescription label or text confirming the appointment 
to the school office. This can also be emailed to admin@topsham.devon.sch.uk   
Please do not request a letter from your doctor, an appointment card with the time and date can 
obtained from receptionists. This will enable us to authorise your child's absence as a medical 
appointment. 
 
 
Other absences 
For any other planned absence, please use the S2 Absence Request form which can be obtained 
from the rack in the foyer or downloaded from the school website. As you are no doubt aware, 
holidays in term time are strongly discouraged and the school will continue to follow Government 
guidelines which do not allow for authorisation of holidays in term time.  
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Key Dates  

Friday 24th January Ruby House Party pm 

w/b 3rd February Big Acorns Balance Bikeability  

w/b 3rd February Year 3 Level 1 Bikeability 

Thursday 13th February Children break up for half-term (3.30pm finish) 

Friday 14th February Non-Pupil Day 

Monday 24th February Return to school after half-term 

Friday 6th March Reports home to parents 

Tuesday 10th March Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 12th March Parents’ Evening 

w/b 16th March Last week for staff led clubs 

Thursday 19th March Year 2 and Year 5 Fire Safety Workshops  

   Wednesday 25th – Friday 27th March Year 4 Heatree Residential  

Friday 27th March  Break up for Easter (2.30pm finish) 

Wednesday 15th April Return to school after Easter Holidays 

Friday 8th May Early May Bank Holiday (school closed) 

w/b 11th May KS2 SATs week  

Friday 22nd May Break up for half-term (3.30pm finish) 

Monday 1st June Return to school after half-term 

w/b 8th June Year 1 Phonics Screening week 

Wednesday 10th June Tempest Class Group Photos 

Monday 13th – Friday 17th July Year 6 Dartmoor Residential (Pixie’s Holt) 

Wednesday 22nd July Break up for Summer Holiday (2.30pm finish) 

Thursday 23rd July Non-Pupil Day 


