
Lower KS2 – Year 3 & 4 

Year B – TOPICS/THEMES FOR LEARNING and SUBJECT CONTENT  
 

 

 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

 

BRITAIN SINCE THE 
1930’S ANCIENT GREECE THE JOY OF CHOCOLATE 

English 
Y3 

Narrative/ Fables – KING OF THE BIRDS 
Information text- How to Invent 

Poetry-WHERE MY WELLIES TAKE ME 
 

Narrative  
Instructions  

 

Narrative  
Non-chronological reports 

Poetry 
 

English 
Y4 

Narrative/Fables – KING OF THE BIRDS 
Information text- How to Invent 

Poetry-WHERE MY WELLIES TAKE ME 
 

Narrative  
Instructions  

Narrative  
Persuasive Writing 

Poetry 
 

Mathematics 
Y3 

Number sense: explain and show how and 
when counting is useful for adding and 

subtracting, make appropriate decisions 
about when to use understanding of place 

value for solving problems, 
including adding and subtracting 

Additive reasoning: solve addition and 
subtraction problems in different contexts, 
appropriately choosing and using number 
facts, understanding of place value and 

counting; explain decision making and justify 
solutions 

Multiplicative reasoning: explain and 
represent multiplication as both repeated 
addition and scaling and division as both 

sharing and grouping; use this understanding 
to derive facts and solve problems 

Geometric reasoning: explain and show 
angle as a measure of turn and draw, make 

and identify shapes with right-angles 
Number sense: explain and show how and 

when counting is useful for adding and 
subtracting and make appropriate decisions 
about when to use  place value for solving 
problems including adding and subtracting 

Additive reasoning: solve addition and 
subtraction problems in different contexts 

(including extracting information from graphs, 
charts and tables), appropriately choosing 
and using number facts, understanding of 

place value and counting; explain their 
decision making and justify their solutions 

Number sense: represent fractions as 
numbers and explain and show how they 

know that for unit fractions, as the 
denominator increases, the size of the 

number decreases 
Multiplicative reasoning:  explain and 

represent multiplication as both repeated 
addition and scaling; and division as both 
sharing (including finding fractions), and 

grouping; derive facts and solve problems 
Geometric reasoning: recognise and identify 

horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of 
perpendicular and parallel lines and justify 
thinking; identify acute, obtuse and right 
angles in the context of a 2-D shape and 

justify thinking 

Number sense: explain and show how and 
when counting is useful for adding and 

subtracting; explain and show how to tell the 
time and use knowledge of different units of 

time to solve problems 
Additive reasoning: solve addition and 

subtraction problems in different contexts, 
appropriately choosing and using number 
facts, understanding of place value and 

counting and mental and written methods; 
explain decision making and justify solutions 

Number sense: represent fractions as 
numbers and explain and show how one 

fraction is bigger than or equivalent to another 
Multiplicative reasoning: explain and 

represent multiplication as both repeated 
addition and scaling; and division as both 
sharing (including finding fractions), and 

grouping; derive facts and solve problems 
including two-digit by one-digit multiplications 

Geometric reasoning: measure the 
perimeter of simple 2-D shapes and describe 
properties of the shapes related to the angles 

Mathematics  
 

 
 

Number sense: make appropriate decisions 
about when to use their understanding of 



Y4  
 

 
 

Number sense: make appropriate decisions 
about when to use understanding of counting, 
place value and rounding for solving problems 

including adding and subtracting 
Additive reasoning: solve addition and 

subtraction problems in different contexts, 
appropriately choosing and using 

number facts, understanding of place value 
and counting and mental and written 

methods; explain decision making and justify 
solutions 

Multiplicative reasoning: explain the 
relationship between multiplication and 

division and the distributive and associative 
laws; derive facts and solve problems 

Geometric reasoning: explain the properties 
of different triangles and quadrilaterals 
including angles and lines of symmetry 

Number sense: make appropriate decisions 
about when to use their understanding of 
counting (including counting below zero), 

place value and rounding for solving problems 
including adding and subtracting; explain the 
representation of two-digit positive numbers 

as Roman numerals 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Additive reasoning: solve addition and 

subtraction problems in different contexts, 
appropriately choosing and using number 

facts, understanding of place value 
and counting and mental and written 

methods; explain decision making and justify 
solutions 

Number sense: represent and explain the 
multiplicative nature of the number system 

including how it extends into decimal 
numbers, as whole numbers are divided by 
10 or 100 and connect this understanding to 
units of measure; represent and explain the 

relationship between decimals and 
fractions; use this understanding to solve 

problems 
Multiplicative reasoning: explain the 

relationship between multiplication, division 
and fractions; derive facts 

and solve problems 
Geometric reasoning: explain how to locate 
points on a grid in the first quadrant and use 
this knowledge and understanding to solve 

problems 
 

counting (including counting 
below zero), place value and rounding for 

solving problems including adding and 
subtracting; explain how to 

tell the time in both 12- and 24-hour clocks 
and can solve problems using their 

understanding of how to convert 
between different units of time 

Additive reasoning: solve addition and 
subtraction problems in different contexts, 

appropriately choosing and using 
number facts, understanding of place value 

and counting and mental and written 
methods; explain decision making and justify 

solutions 
Number sense: represent and explain how 

the multiplicative nature of the number system 
extends into decimal numbers, as whole 
numbers are divided by 10 or 100, and 
connect this understanding to units of 
measure; represent and explain the 

relationship between decimals and fractions; 
use this understanding to solve problems 

Multiplicative reasoning: solve problems 
involving multiplication, division and fractions 
in different contexts, appropriately choosing 
and using number facts, understanding of 

place value and counting and 
mental and written methods, explain  
decision making and justify solutions 

Geometric reasoning: explain how to find 
the perimeter and area of a shape and 

how to complete a symmetrical 
shape with a given line of symmetry, 

using this knowledge and 
understanding to solve problems 

Science Electricity 
Sound 

All living things 
Animals, including humans 

Forces and magnets 
Plants 

 

Art and 
design 

 Greek frieze design  

Computing 
Y3 

Powerful Passwords 
Communicating Text and touch typing skills 

My Online Community 
Communicating Images 

Things for Sale 
Espresso Coding 3A 
Show Respect Online 

Simulations 

Writing Good Emails 
Branching Databases 
Espresso Coding 3B 

Scratch Jr 
Review of Y3 Digital Literacy 



Computing 
Y4 

Rings of responsibility 
Communicating Text and touch typing skills 

Private and Personal information 
Simulations 

The Power or Words 
Animation The Key to Keywords 

Espresso Coding 4A 

Whose is it anyway? 
Espresso Coding 4b 

Scratch 
Review of Y4Digital Literacy 

Design 
Technology 

Design and make electrical based invention-
linked to WW2: focus on the torch 

Design – research and develop design 
criteria, annotated sketches 

Make – select from a range of tools and 
materials 

Evaluate – analyse products 
Technical knowledge – use electrical systems 

 

Mouldable materials:  
Linked to Art- simple clay work based on 

Greek pottery 

Cooking and Nutrition-Chocolate: fair trade 
and its origins  

Geography Place knowledge – Geographical skills - 
maps, atlases and digital mapping 

Locational knowledge – countries of the 
world- focus on Europe 

Geographical skills – maps, atlases and 
digital mapping 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom and a region within  South America. 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: economic 

activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources (food) 

History 
British history 

Local study – WW2 and Exeter Blitz 
War on the home-front 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 
achievements  

Languages: 
French 

Greetings, social conventions  
How they feel  

Names (+ French names) 
Numbers 1-12 

Christmas 

Numbers 13-20  
Classroom instructions (ongoing) 

Colours 
Seasons 

Classroom instructions (ongoing) 
Pets and animals 
Food and drink 

Music 

Linked to WW2 Topic 
Appreciate a range of music from different 

traditions and composers 
History of music 

Singing and performance: Harvest festival 
and Christmas 

Listening skills – aural memory Play and perform in solo and ensembles 
Improvise and compose music 

Physical 
Education 

Net and Wall games (tennis), invasion games, 
gymnastics, Invasion games, gymnastics, dance, Athletics, striking and fielding games (cricket), 

swimming 

Religious 
Education 

Worship, pilgrimage and sacred places 
Why are some journeys and places special? 

Christianity, Hinduism 

Symbols and religious expression 
How and why do people express their beliefs 

in different ways? 
Christianity, Hinduism 

Teachings and authority 
Why do religious books and teachings 

matter? 
Christianity, Hinduism 

Citizenship 
and PSHE 

Y3 

New beginnings 
Safety education 

(looking out for dangers, dangerous objects 
and situations, linking actions to outcomes) 

Child protection 

Going for goals 
Drugs education  

(understanding what goes into / on my body, 
Whose job is it to keep me healthy and safe?  
How do I recognise and trust these people?  

Relationships 
Sex and relationships education  

(changes on the inside and outside, looking at 
different types of relationships, family and 

friends – sharing and caring, personal 



(What can I do to keep myself safe?  What do 
I think I have to keep safe from?  Who looks 

after me and my safety?) 
Say no to bullying 

(caring for others, Who are the carers?  What 
can I do when I am bullied?) 
Getting on and falling out 

Citizenship 
(learning to value the environment) 

Who handles drugs at work?  Are there drugs 
in our school?) 
Good to be me 

Emotional health and well being 
(doing school work, in particular reading and 

writing, being with special people, 
understanding how my body and brain are 

growing and changing, What can I do to keep 
myself happy?) 
Healthy eating 

(What, why, when, where do I eat? making 
choices, Who keeps food clean and safe?  

What can I do to help?) 
Citizenship 

(understanding my money) 

hygiene) 
Changes 

PSHE 
(exercise, keeping warm or cool, visited or 
being visited by health professionals, fresh 

air, understanding my healthy lifestyle, 
understanding different people have different 
healthy lifestyles from mine, understanding 

consequences, making choices – saying yes 
and no, understanding health care provision) 

Citizenship 
and PSHE 

Y4 

New beginnings 
Safety education 

(road, water and rail safety) 
Child protection 

(How do I think I keep myself safe? taking 
responsibility for my own safety) 

Say no to bullying 
(What makes me feel confident with people in 
difficult situations? What makes me scared or 

sometimes uneasy? knowing when to say 
yes, no, you can’t, no I won’t, don’t, please 

stop) 
Getting on and falling out 

Citizenship 
(living in a diverse world, How are we the 
same and how are we different? personal 
identity, membership of different groups, 

dealing with prejudice including racism and 
supporting others who encounter it) 

Going for goals 
Drugs education  

(What happens when I am ill? Where do 
things go when they enter my body? What do 
we know about drugs? When do people need 

drugs? facts about smoking) 
Good to be me 

Emotional health and well being 
(What makes me feel sad or unsure? How do 
I feel when I lose special things, break up with 

friends or am separated from people I love 
because they go away or die?) 

Healthy eating 
(Who or what are the persuaders? How do 

people try to persuade me? How do 
advertisements try to persuade me? How do I 

know what to believe? What is persuasion, 
fact, opinion? caring for my teeth) 

Citizenship 
(understanding my money) 

Relationships 
Sex and relationships education  

(changes on the inside and outside, looking at 
different types of relationships, family and 

friends – sharing and caring, personal 
hygiene) 
Changes 

PSHE 
(exercise, keeping warm or cool, visited or 
being visited by health professionals, fresh 

air, understanding my healthy lifestyle, 
understanding different people have different 
healthy lifestyles from mine, understanding 

consequences, making choices – saying yes 
and no, understanding health care provision) 

British 
Values 

Commemorate Remembrance Day 
Harvest Festival 

 
 British Citizenship Ceremony 

 


