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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 4, 
 
As you may be aware the government has introduced the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) that all 
schools are required to do this year with Year 4 children. This added assessment was due to be 
introduced two years ago, however it was postponed due to the effects of the pandemic.  The 
reason the assessment is required to be administered in Year 4 as this is the year where children 
will have been taught all their tables to 12x12; a process starting in year 1.  
 
The government has stated: 
 
“The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can recall their times tables fluently, 
which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will help schools to identify pupils 
who have not yet mastered their times tables, so that additional support can be provided. 
Schools will have a 3-week check window in June to administer the MTC. Teachers will have 
the flexibility to administer the check to individual pupils, small groups or a whole class at 
the same time.” 
 
The administration and completion of the assessment is online, not on paper. The check consists of 
25 times table questions. Children have a 6 second window to answer each question. On average, 
the check should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete. The questions are weighted more 
heavily on the times tables that are introduced in Year 4. These are:  x6, x7, x9, x12. 
 
We will be accessing the ‘Try it Out’ area after the Easter Holidays, so that the children have the 
opportunity to become familiar with the set up, and allow teachers to check appropriate access 
arrangements are in place as needed. This ‘Try it Out” time will very informal and be part of the 
children’s normal day.  

 

 

 



 

We will inform parents, nearer the time, of when we will be administering the Multiplication Tables 
check.  

Please find attached more information from the government in relation to this assessment. 

Please be aware that teaching staff have not yet spoken to the children about this assessment; 
they want to do this when the class is altogether exploring the “Try is out” section. This is to ensure 
that children can ask questions and explore the programme together. 

Thank you for your ongoing understanding and support. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Pipe and Year 4 Team 

 
 


