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Reading Together 
 
 
 

FLUENT READERS 
 
 



 
 

Independent Readers 
 
General hints and tips. 
 
Reading takes place everywhere and there are lots of places that we can encourage children to read – in the 
shops, newsagents, road signs etc. 
 
At this stage children don’t need to be heard read every day, maybe only once a week. However it is still 
important that they are heard read from time to time. 
 
We often think that once a child can read the words on the page, they don’t need the support of an adult. At this 
stage children need to be heard to support their understanding of the text that they have read and to discuss the 
meaning of more complex words, which they may come across. 
 
What to read? 
 
At this age and stage, children often have very definite preferences in terms of the types of texts that they read 
or are particularly keen on certain authors. However, its is important that from time to time, they are encouraged 
to read different text types, a newspaper, if they read lots of story books, a short story, if the read lots of novels 
etc. 
 

Hearing your child read.  
 
At this stage there are lots of ways to hear your child read, you could ask them to re-read a part 
of the book that they have already read, ask them to prepare a paragraph to read aloud in an 
expressive way to you, or simply carry on reading from where they left off. You could also read 
part of their story to them in an expressive way. 
 
 
Before reading. 
 

Talk about why they chose this text 
How they chose the text – did they use the blurb, read the first couple of pages? 
What has happened so far? 
Whose their favourite character? 
Whether they are enjoying it – why or why not? 
Their favourite part of the story/ text so far 
Talk about what they might do if they come to a word they can’t read 
How did they know that the book was the right level for them (Did they apply the five finger test?) 
Talk about how they are going to read the text – a story is read from beginning to end, poems are dipped in and 
out of etc. 
 
During the reading of the text. 
 
Often at this age children can decode (read) most of the words on a page that they come across. However, they 
are not always sure of what they mean. While reading, you could stop a various points to talk about the meanings 
of words and phrases. Or look them up in a dictionary. We often take it for granted that children understand the 
words we use  and its worth a quick chat about them. 
 
This is important because if they don’t understand some words they may miss vital meaning in the text. 
 
They won’t know every word they come across, so this is a good opportunity to extend their vocabulary which 
can also help their writing. 

 
After reading. 
 
Reading does not stop once the words have been read; it’s actually where 
reading begins. 
 
 
 



 
Book talk is important to help children develop their comprehension of what was read. At this stage you can 
encourage children to engage with what they have read in a number of ways. 
 
Talking about words – extending their vocabulary – children can often read words but don’t always know what 
they mean. Pick out some words and discuss the meaning of them with the child, use the context of the sentence 
or passage to work out the word meaning or use a dictionary. 
 
Talk about why words might have been chosen. 
 
For example ‘Jake towered over Sidney’ what does the word towered mean and why might the author have used 
it in this sentence. 
 
Talk about phrases such as ‘don’t put all your eggs in one basket’ what do children think this means. 
 
Picturing – Select and read again a part of a story – a description of acharacter or setting – ask the child what 
pictures they get in their mind when this part of the story is read – what words help with that picture? 
 
Finding information  - If it is an information book that is read, asking some questions about the facts in the 
text and giving the child some time to go back and find the answers – a little quiz, taking it in turns to ask and 
answer questions, is a good idea. 
 
Developing understand- At this level we want to develop a deeper understanding of what was read, not just 
straight forward retrieval of details such as where did Red Riding Hood go? But an understanding of how 
character felt at different points in the story. How did Red Riding Hood feel when she saw the wolf? Why did she 
not leave to cottage? 
 
Some good starting points are: 
 
Where did the story take place? 
Are there any bits that puzzle you? 
Who is telling the story? 
Which character did you find most interesting? 
Why? 
Does this story have a message? 
How do you find information in this book (non-
fiction)? 
Did the character learn anything from their 
adventures in this story? 
How did X feel when….? 
How did you feel when …? 
 
When does reading take place in school? 

 
Reading happens lots of times during the day at school in just the same way that it does at home. Your child is 
heard read every day, but it may not be in the way that you are familiar with.  
 
There are lots of different times that they read.  
 
Most children take part in shared reading as part of the literacy lesson. This happens nearly everyday in most 
classes. This is when the whole class read aloud together often following a big book or other form of enlarged 
text. 

 
 
 
Guided reading – This happen about once a week in most classes. Here a teacher or teaching assistant 
works intensively with a small group of about 6 children for half and hour. They teach them new strategies 
and assess their reading, helping them to move forward. This is a more efficient use of the teacher’s time 
enabling them to work in a more focused way, rather than just spending one or two minutes with each child 
hearing them read. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Assessment – Children are not heard read as regularly at this stage as children who are early or developing 
readers. However, where there is concern about a child’s progress in reading a teacher or other adult would 
hear them read more frequently. With fluent readers the focus of reading is on comprehension and it is this 
aspect of reading that is assessed. This is done through whole class shared reading and guided reading , 
encouraging children to answer questions, and assessing their responses. It is also done through more formal 
assessments at the end of each year in the form of tests. There are also times when a teacher may assess a 
child’s ability to decode and read words in isolation in order to be able to work out a standard reading age.  
 

Remember reading should be a fun and a pleasurable activity! 
 


